Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




r 



/ 



\\ 



ADVICE 



XO ▲ 



YOUNG CHRISTIAN. 



BY 



JOHN STOCK, LL.D., 

Quarmby Lodge, Sudders/teld. 




TKACT DEPOSITOAY, OASTLE STREET, HOLBOBN*, E.a 

W. K. BLOOIC, AGENT. 



1879. 

PRIOB SIXPENCE. 



/^/ . ryi. . cj 



)^ 



I.ONDON t 
BBI8C0B AND CO , PSINTEB8, BANNBB 8TRBET, FINSBUBT. 



|ntf\oduction. 



Mtdeae Friend, — 

You have just taken the most solemn, and 
^et blessed step that a human being can take ; for you 
have not only given your heart to God in secret, but 
you have made a public profession of faith in Jesus, 
and are now a recognised Christian. You are at the 
outset of a most eventful career. Your mode of life 
will from this day have a mighty influence in either 
recommending or dishonouring your Lord. The world 
expects much from you : the church looks upon you 
with anxious but hopeful eyes. The Word and Spirit 
of God invite you to climb the loftiest heights of Chris- 
tian holiness, usefulness, and blessedness. The gaze of 
both heaven and hell is fixed upon you. Will you 
prove yourself worthy of such an exalted position? 
Shall the cheering expectations which are now cherished 
with regard to your future be realised or disappointed ? 
These are momentous questions, and should be prayer- 
fully considered. 

My object in writing this little book is to speak to 
you as if you were my own child. It is now more than 
forty years since I joined myself to the church of God. I 
was then a youth of seventeen, and much needed the 
advice which I am anxious to give t/ou now. Take 
me, then, into your confidence, and listen to my 
familiar talk to you respecting your perils and re- 
sponsibilities. 
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CHAPTEE I. 

Ow THE ASSITEANCE OE SiXVATtOir. 

I TRirsT you have made sure work of the reality of 
your conversion to God. Have you truly and heartily 
taken Jesus to be your Saviour ? Have you by faith 
laid hold of his atoning blood and justifying righteous- 
ness, as the only ground of your acceptance in God's 
sight ? Are you looking to Him also for the sanctificar 
lion of the Spirit ? Is your life a life of communion 
with Jesus ? Is He all in all to you ? Are you depend- 
ing daily upon his infinite fulness ? Would you rather 
die than part with the Son of God ? 

Then you must be a child of God ; for it is written, 
**Ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ 
Jesus." Gfd.iii. 26. "As many as received Hdc, to 
them gave he the privilege to become the sons of God, 
even to them that beKeve on His name ; who were 
bom, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the wiU of man, but of God." John i. 12, 13. If 
God, for Christ's sake, hath forgiven you, your name 
is written in heaven, and of this blessed fact you may 
enjoy a full assurance. 

Remember, that, if you have for yourself believed 
God's testimony to his own dear Son as the full and 
sufficient Saviour for sinners, it is a grievous sin to 
doubt the folfilment of that testimony in yowr own cass. 
Some good people seem to think that it is a sign of 
great humility to stand in doubt of the folfilmenl <^ 

B 
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God's word to themselves. They can believe the abso- 
lute and inviolable truthfulness of the gospel message 
of salvation for anybody rather than for themselves. 
They oscillate, like the pendulum of a clock, between 
the two extremes of despair and assurance, and are 
satisfied that it should be so. Indeed, they think it 
would be almost a state of presumption, to live in the 
habitual assurance that they are in very deed saved. 

But surely, it is not a virtue, but a sin, to doubt 
the truth of God's word in its application to ourselves/ 
For whom. are we to believe, if not for ourselves ? It 
is a sad form of unbelief when, having received the 
testimony, we question the fulfilment of its gracious 
promises in their application to our own case. The 
very spirit of vital godliness is faith, trust, confidence — 
not unbelief. This, I trust, you will realise. If the 
word of God be true for anybody, it must be true 
for you ; and if you, renouncing every other refuge, 
have simply taken Jesus as all your salvation and all 
your desire, you are saved. Let this blessed hope 
cheer you at 'the outset of your career. Start upon 
your Christian course with the conviction that, 
though only a lamb, you do really belong to the 
flock of the Saviour, and that his precious words ar^ 
true FOE YOU, — " I give unto my sheep eternal life ; and 
they shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them 
out of my hands." John x. 28. Believe the promise ; 
believe it for yourself ; and believe it always. 

" But do not good men sometimes doubt the reality 
of their conversion and salvation?" Alas ! yes. But, 
doubting is no part of their religion, and is no fruit of 
grace. When believers walk unworthily of their pro* 
fession, doubt is necessarily cast upon the sincerity of 
their profession. It cannot be otherwise. Religion is 
victory over sin ; but if sin overcome us, in that fact, sin 
is our master, not God. For **know ye not, that to 
whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants 
j^0 are to whom ye obey; whether of oin unto death. 
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or of obedience unto righteousness?" Bom. vi. 15. 
But assuming that you are living in the habitual morti- 
fication of every known sin, and in the falj&lment of 
every known duty, what is to hinder you from walking 
in the enjoyment of an assurance of salvation ? When 
God says to us, *^ Eejoice in the Lord always ; and 
again I say, Rejoice," (Phil. iv. 4,) he cannot be 
commanding us to attain to an impossible state. God 
never commands us to do impossibilities. It must 
therefore be possible for a Christian to live in an atmo- 
sphere of faith and hope ; to walk all day in the light 
of God's countenance and in the assurance of personal 
acceptance in Christ. Amid the rushing and roaring of 
the waters of the deluge, Noah possessed his soul in 
peace. He did not run about the ark to look again at 
every bolt and plank, to see that all was well. He 
knew that the ark was built according to God's direc- 
tions, that it was the divinely appointed refuge from 
the flood, and that God had shut him up in that shelter. 
This satisfied him. And, you, my young friend, being 
a sincere believer in your precious Lord, are uf Chbist, 
the all-sufficient Saviour from the wrath to come, and 
are saved. You have passed from death unto life, and 
shall never come into condemnation. See John v. 24. 
Surely, it is no part of Christian modesty tct doubt what 
God has so clearly revealed ! 

" But is there not great fear that the habitual enjoy- 
ment of the assurance of salvation is likely to lead to a 
wanton presumption ?" Certainly not For this as- 
surance can only exist in connection with a holy, humble, 
child-like walk with God. It is a very different thing 
from an antinomian spirit. It can only live in an 
element of purity. Study 1 John iii. 1 — 10. Audit 
produces a spirit the very opposite of presumptuous. 
** Every man that hath this hope in him, purifieth bin*- 
self, even as he is pure." 1 John iii. 3. It is simplj 
the assurance of a personal interest in the RedeemeA 
io^e^ and no motive is so effvjctuaJ, a Tes»\x«^\. Sxwss. '58>js^> 
B 2 
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or 80 miglity an incentive to purity and consecration, as 
the love of Christ felt and realised in the heart. " The 
love of Christ constrains ns;" it hears ns along in a 
career of holy devotedness, as the leaf is home along hj 
the stream on nrhose hosom it has fallen. It makes 
seK-denial easy said pleasant : it takes away the weight 
of the cross which we are called to hear after onr Lord : 
it forms a manly, rohnst character, prompt to ohey, will* 
ing to suffer, and ready to die. 

Let me, then, heseech you never to he satisfied with 
any state of mind in which you cannot say, " He loved 
me, and gave himself for me." GraL ii. 20. Paul en« 
joyed this state of mind pre-eminently, and of all the 
Apostles he was in labours most ahundsuit. But in his 
most triumphant bursts of holy joy, he only rests, as a 
sinner saved by grace, upon hases of hope which are 
common to all believers. Study Romans viii 31-^9 
as an illustration. Here the rejoicing saint rests ex- 
clusively upon facts which are as much for you as they 
were for Paul ** It is God that justifieth." "It is 
Christ that died, yea, rather, that is risen again, who is 
even at the right hand of God, who also maketii inter- 
eession for us." These glorious facts are the commcm 
heritage of all helievers. The weakest lamb in the 
flock of Christ is as really and vitally interested in them 
as was the Apostle of the Gentiles. It was not his 
gifts, his exalted office, his eminent usefdlness, that 
enabled him to challenge the universe with the enquiry, 
"Who is he that condemneth?" but the death, the 
resurrection-life, and the constant and ever-pre^nEdent 
intercession of our Lord. And in these your interest 
!• as true and saving as Paul's. Why, then, should yon 
not rejoice in them as he did ? 

Alas ! my young Mend, we live in an age in which 

the triumphant and exulting language of inspired saints 

seems to have hecome nearly ohsolete. It has passed 

away with the vigour and vitality of their piety, and 

Ais become compai atively a dead language. Many pro- 
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fessora of the present day never appropriate it as their 
own. They think that to do so would be presumption. 
All this is an unhappy sign of the times. The Christian 
who cannot read the eighth of Romans with personal joy 
in its sublime strains, is not living as he should do. The 
kingdom of God is first righteousness, then peace, 
and then joy in the Holy Ghost. Kom. xiv. 17. And 
if the peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost, be wanting in 
us, where is the evidence that the kingdom of God has 
come into our souls? Be it yours, then, to live in 
habitual reliance upon the infinite fulness of the E,e- 
deemer, and in the assurance that in nnc you have 
redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of 
sins. 

Rejoice, that of divine mercy you are in Christ Jesus, 
and liiat He of God is made unto you "wisdom, righte- 
ousness, sanctification, and redemption." 1 Cor. i. 30. 

Such a state was meant to be the common heritage of 
all believers, and those who have it not are living infi- 
nitely below their appointed privileges. Be not satisfied 
except as you can daUy realise that in Christ Jesus you 
are now saved ; and, that, " God, for Christ's sake, hath 
forgiven tott." The more you enjoy this assurance, the 
humbler will you lie before God. See this remark illus- 
trated in the career of that wonderful man, Paul the 
Apostle. Early in his course he writes of himseK: — 
^' I am the least of the Apostles, that am not meet to 
be called an apostle." 1 Cor. xv. 9. About five years 
after this, he takes a still lower place : — " I am less 
than the least of all saints." Eph. iiL 8. But when 
he was drawing near the close of his labours, and the 
martyr's crown was almost upon his brow, he abases 
himself more deeply still, and proclaims himself 
" the chief of sinners." 1 Tim. i. 15. Blessed 
climax of humility ! — ^the least of the Apostles : less 
than the least of aU saints : the chief of sinners ! 

The vision of God is sure to humble us. It made 
Job exclaim : — *^ I have heard of Thee by the Learix^^ 
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of the ear ; but now mine eye seetli Thee. Wherefore 
I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes." (Job 
*xlii. 5, 6.) It forced from the seraphic Isaiah the con- 
fession: " Woe is me! for I am undone, because I am 
a man of imclean lips, and I dwell ia the midst of a 
people of unclean Hps : for miae eyes have seen the 
King, Jehovah of Hosts." Isa. vi. 5. And when 
Haba^kuk penned one of the sublimest utterances of 
triumphant faith (Hab. iii. 17—19), he prefaced it with 
the acknowledgment, " Lord, I have heard thy 
speech, and was afraid." " When I heard, my belly trem- 
bled ; my lips quivered at the voice ; rottenness entered 
into my bones," (2 and 16 ver.) Yes, my friend, those 
who live nearest to God, and enjoy most of his love, will 
lie the lowest before him. 

" The more His glories strike thine eye, 
The humhler wilt thou lie I " 

Seek, then, the habitual enjoyment of your Father's love 
in Christ Jesus : then you will be happy, but humble ; 
rejoicing, but dependent ; strong in the Lord, but deeply 
sensible of your own nothingness. 



CHAPTEK n. 
Ov Sceptical Doubts. 

The age, my dear friend, is marked by two opposing 
characteristics. It is an age of superstition and credulity 
on the one hand, and of scepticism and atheism on the 
other. Popery is now folly developed by the procla- 
mation of the blasphemous dogma of the personal in- 
fallibility of the Pope. TtituaHsm is making rapid 
advances even in Protestant England. Crowds of British 
pilgrims flock to the shrines of mediaeval saints, and 
ostentatiously proclaim their faith in the old wives* 
fables and lying legends of the Church of Borne. Such 
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txhibitions of pitiable weakness make one ashamed of 
human nature. They, however, simply proclaim the 
approach of the final conflict which shall usher in the 
dawn of the millennial glory. 

Unbelief is the natural rebound from credulity. 
When you ask people to believe too much, the result 
often is, you drive them into sheer infidelity. The 
** Tracts for the times," and the revival of mediae valisra 
which they inaugurated and stimulated, are largely 
responsible for the scepticism of the age. Destructive 
criticism is an exaggerated protest against the popish 
outrage of common sense. 

In such an age your lot is cast, and with its special 
temptations you will have resolutely to grapple. And 
what is your best defence against the superstition and 
scepticism of the times ? I answer, a close walk with 
Jesus and with God in secret. The nearer you keep to 
your Lord, the less power will unchristian heresies have 
to harm you. When Peter followed Christ afar off, he 
was not long before he denied Him. To feel religion, 
and to enjoy it, are the best preservatives from losing it. 
The experimental vritness to the purifying and Jbeatify- 
ing influence of the gospel will render us invulnerable 
to all attacks upon the divine origin of that gospel. So 
said Jesus, " If any man will do his will, he shall know 
of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I 
speak of myself,'* (John vii 17;) and the beloved John 
bears the same testimony, — ** He that believeth on the 
Son of God hath the witness in himself." 1 John v. 10. 
Those who truly enjoy religion cannot doubt that it is 
from God. Their own consciousness is evidence enough 
that Christianity is a divine revelation. 

It is a merciful fact, too, that this surest, readiest, 
and most available evidence is accessible to aU. It 
requires neither profound learning nor deep research. 
The poor unlettered disciple often enjoys it most fully. 
He may not have read a single book upon " The 
Chiistiaii Evidences/' but his own daily ex^erieiLc^ ^& 
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demonstratioii enough to him that the bread of li& 
which he eats, aad by which his soul is nourished^ did 
indeed come down from heaven. You might as well try 
to argue him out of his o"v^ existence as attempt to per- 
suade him that Jesus has not saved his soul. He knows 
whom he hath believed, and is persuaded that He is 
able to keep that which he hath committed to Hnc 
against that day. Daily and intimate fellowship with 
the Son of God is the best defence against the sophis- 
tries of infidelity. 

I confess that I have not much faith in elaborate works 
on The Evidences of Christianity. An eminent clergy- 
man not long ago said, << I have heard all the Bampton 
lectures, and, thank God, I am a Christian yet !" Such 
works may be necessary as a sign to unbelievers that 
their fallacies are answerable ; but, after all, infidelity 
is much more the result of a wrong state of heart than 
of defective information. If we live in the light of our 
Saviour's countenance, its very radiance will be evidence 
enough that He is the Son of God. If your heart be 
kept sound in God's statutes, I have little fear that you 
will ^ver fall a prey to the scepticism of the age. 

The life and character of our Lord of themselves 
prove that Christianity is of God. Dr. Farrar's Life of 
Christ is the best merely literary antidote to infidelity 
that the age has produced. Ko unprejudiced mind can 
read that exquisitely beautiful volume, thoughtfully 
and prayerfully, without having his faith strengthened 
and confirmed. It is worth all the volumes of mere 
" Evidences "put together. It is interesting, too, to note 
how all recent discoveries in scripture lands are demon- 
strating the strict historical truthfuhiess of the inspired 
records. Eor such aids to faith as these, every devout 
mind will be thankful. 

But I strongly recommend you not to read infidel 
works, nor to attend sceptical lectures, merely to hear 
what our opponents say. My reason for this advice is 
this. Such opponents of Christianity simply repeat 
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objections whicli are as old as the days of Celsus, and 
which have been replied to ten thousand times. But 
they never have the honesty to give a clear and forcible 
exposition of the beplt to the objection, leaving their 
hearers or readers to form a candid judgment concern- 
ing both objection and reply. The objection is put 
forth as a thing unanswered and unanswerable ; o^;en 
it is paraded as anew discovery ; whereas, it may have 
been demolished a thousand times over. The manifest 
object of these men is not the discovery of truth, but 
the uprooting of Christianity. What good can you 
hope to gain from either reading or hearing them ? 

Beware, my young friend, of the cant of mental in* 
dependence. "Trust in Jehovah with all thy hearty 
and lean not upon thy own understanding." Prov. iii. 5, 
** He that trusteth in his own heart— he is a fooL" 
Prov. xxviii. 26. The age is shallow and superficial 
It multiplies isms ad infinitum. Every unfledged 
thinker is ready at a week's notice to produce a bran- 
new system of philosophy that shall sweep away all the 
ancient land-marks. But, " meddle not with those who 
are given to change." Prov. xxiv. 21. Cultivate the 
littie-child spirit Sit with docility at the feet of Jesus. 
Surely He must be a safer teacher to follow than any 
of our modem lights! Whose authority can rival that 
of the Son of God ? " These things have I written 
unto you concerning them that seduce you. But the 
anointing which you have received of Hoc abideth in 
you, and you need not that any man teach you : but 
as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is 
truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, 
yo shall abide in Hm." 1 John ii. 26, 27. 
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CHAPTEE III. 
On Seceet Peatee. 

• Prayer is the "breath of God in man, 
Betiirxmig whence it came. 



*t 



No language can exaggerate the importance of the 
cnltivation of a spirit of secret prayer. Every case of 
backsliding, with the history of which I have been 
acquainted, has commenced with the neglect of this 
divine privilege. On the other hand, all believers who 
have been eminent for piety, devotedness, and useful- 
ness, have been men of much prayer. The Christian 
life can only be maintained by habitual intercourse 
with its Source. To this law there is no exception. 
Even the Saviour Himself found it necessary very often 
to spend whole nights in prayer to His Eather. He 
lived in an atmosphere of devotion. And can we afford 
to dispense with that in which the Son of God found 
His richest solace and his greatest strength ? Are tve 
stronger than He ? 

I am too painfully familiar with the temptations, 
which surround us all in this bustling age, to neglect 
the calm and holy exercises of our closets. There are 
now such keen competition and rivalry in business ; 
there is such excitement attending every kind of profes- 
sional life, — such a number of philanthropic and religious 
agencies to be kept in operation, that we havfe scarcely 
time left to pray. But if we did less, and prayed more, 
we should work a far greater deliverance in the earth, 
because in what we (fid we should have more power 
with God, and consequently more power with men. 

Nothing can justify, or compensate for, the neglect 
of secret devotion, or the careless, slovenly performance 
of its duties. There is no possible substitute for draw- 
ing nigh to God : nothing can supply its place, or do 
its work. If we restrain prayer before God, the divine 
2Ife jn OUT sovIb must suffer, and grievously too. Above 



ON SECBBT PBATES. ll 

rII things, then, have your stated seasons of priayfet, 
every morning and evening at least, and let them he 
kept sacred for the Lord. You may have to be at 
business early in the morning, but never go forth upon 
the duties, the trials, and the temptations of a day with- 
out first going to the throne of grace. To plunge into 
the perils of the day, without first arming yourseK on 
your knees with the strength of Omnipotence, would be 
to invite temptation. Satan and his legions observe us 
closely, and when they see the place and act of con>- 
munion neglected, they know, then is their time to 
assail us. In his description of the Christian's armouTi 
the last and most important piece that Paul mentions is^ 
*' Praying always, with all prayer and supplication in 
the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance 
and supplication." Eph.' vi. 18. "Without this you 
are defenceless. 

Start upon your career of Christian profession, then, 
with a holy resolution, that, nothing shall be allowed 
to come between you and your stated seasons of secret 
prayer. Form the habit of making every thing yield 
to the claims of the throne of grace, and form it in 
your spiritual youth. It is often said, that early im- 
pressions are deepest. This is certainly true with the 
religious life. And be sure of this, if you become 
eminent for your prayerfolness, you will become emi- 
nent for your holiness and consistency. Never let the 
seductive plea, — " Onh/ this once " — tempt you to neg- 
lect the hour of secret communion. There is a first 
act of transgression in the formation of every sinful 
habit. Beware of the first step in spiritual declension. 
That first step is generally taken when we turn away 
from our closet door. 

This admonition will be urgently needed to the very 
last We have to pray our way to heaven. ** Men 
ought always to pray, and not to faint." Luke xviii. 1 . 
If you would "Eejoice evermore," you must ** pray 
without ceasing." 1 Thess. v. 16, 17. To the dani^ 
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of youp pilgrimage you will be as dependent as yon are 
now, and will never be able to dispense with " waiting 
upon the Lord " for the renewal of your spiritual 
strength. See Isa. xl. 29—31. It is the people that 
thus know their Grod who to the last shall be strong, 
and do exploits. Dan. xi. 32. 

There is no merit in prayer. The superstitious 
devotee, who thinks that the repetition of so many 
Pater Nosters will deserve Heaven's favour, altogether 
misapprehends the relation of prayer to our salvation. 
It is in waiting upon the Lord, and not for waiting 
upon the Lord, that we renew our spiritual strength. 
True prayer is going to God empty to be filled, dark to 
be enlightened, weak to be made strong, ignorant to be 
instructed. It is approaching the fountain of all our 
mercies with no warrant but the promise, and with no 
meritorious plea but the perfect sacrifice of Jesus. It 
is a devotional renunciation of self, and a trustful 
pleading of the Name which is above every name. 
"When you have prayed your best, you must not trust in 
the fervour of your devotions, but in the sacrifice which 
you have pleaded, and in the Intercessor through whom 
you have approached the throne. Beware of spiritual 
pride in the closet. 

When you a/re least disposed to pra/y^ you most need to 
pray. Say not at such times, my fnend, " It is of no 
use trying to pray in such a frame of mind as this !" 
The worse your firame of mind, the greater need to take 
it to God to be mended. Staying away from the throne 
never converted a bad frame into a good one. It was 
while David was musing the fire burned, and then spake 
he with his tongue ; but when he kept silence his bones 
waxed old through his roaring all the day long. Very 
often when we bow the knee with our hearts as cold as 
a stone, as we proceed with our devotions we catch a 
sacred glow, and rise from our prostration at last with 
the dews of heaven upon our Hps and souls. If you 
cannot speak, groan and wait. The ble^ssing will come 
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m God's time for never yet has God said to the seeking 
seed of Jacob, " Seek ye my face in vain.'' The promise 
is certain, " They that wait upon Jehovah shall renew 
their strength." Isa. xl. 31. Our Heavenly Pather 
often teaches us our dependence in the very effort to 
pray. He will have us remember that the gift of 
the spirit and power of prayer comes from above, 
even from Himself. Jas. i. 17. Our mightiest prayers 
have least of self in them. The closet has its joys and 
its triumphs; but it has also its trials, its humiliations 
and its tears. There is only one state in which we shall 
be able to tvorship God without occasional weeping, 
and that is heaven, where all tears shall be wiped frt^m 
off all faces, and where the fountain of tears — sin — shall 
be utterly and for ever dried up. 

May you, my young friend, above all things, aim to 
be mighty in seK-renouncing prayer : — then, to quote 
my honoured father's last dying words to me, "AH will 
be well! all will be welll all will be well!" 



CHAPTER rV. 

Os SsLF-EXAMINATIOir. 



The duty of Self-examination is often and earnestly 
inculcated in Holy Scripture, but there is reason to 
fear that it receives but little attention from many 
professors. David prayed thus to be assisted in its 
observance, " Examine me, Lord, and prove me : try 
my reins and my heart.'* Psa. xxvi. 2. And again, 
** Search me, Qt)d, and know my heart : try me, and 
know my thoughts : and see if there be any wicked 
way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.'* Psa, 
exxxix. 23, 24. The Apostle of the Gentiles admonishes 
nsthus: "Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the 
faith ; prove your own selves : know ye not your own 
■elvbB, how that Jesus Christ is in you, excei2[t ^^^ l^ 
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reprobates/' 2 Cor. xiii. 5. And the practice of self- 
examination is to be kept up throughout our Christian 
career. Hence in view of the weekly breaking of 
bread we are exhorted thus: — "Let a man examine 
himself) and so let him eat of that bread, and 
drink of that cup." 1 Cor. xi, 28. It is not suffi- 
cient to be satisfied of our conversion at the ouUei 
of our profession, but a vigilant, watchful eye must be 
kept to the end of our career upon our heart, our inner 
life, and our daily habits. " Take heed, brethren, lest 
there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in 
departing from the living God.'* Heb. iii. 12. Even 
professed Christians need cautioning, — "Lest any of 
you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin." 
(13.) Exposed as we are to the temptations of devils, 
to the allurements of an evil world, and to the deceit- 
fulness of our own hearts, we need frequent self-exami- 
nation as to our progress or declension in the divine life. 
Allow me to recommend to you daili/ attention to 
this duty. The most suitable time for its obseiTance is 
each night, before you go down upon your knees for 
prayer. Let me imagine, then, that you are in your 
chamber, alone with God. The day's work is over, and 
you are about to go to your Eatiier in heaven with 
your joys and burdens, your triumphs and sins. But 
before you bow the knee ask yourself a few searching 
questions, and commune with your own spirit in some 
such fashion as this : — " I am now another day's jour- 
ney nearer death, and eternity. How have I been 
living to-day? Have I advanced or receded in my 
conformity to Christ? Have I neglected any known 
duty to-day ? Have I held my peace from good when 
I ought to have spoken ? Have I been ashamed to own 
my Lord in any company? Have I allowed unholy 
tempers to overcome me? Have I spoken unadvisedly 
"with my lips ? How many profitable thoughts of Jesua, 
and his salvation have I enjoyed, since I rose from my 
kne^ this morning ? Have I held any commuion witl^ 
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my Lord during my day's toil ? Have no bright gleemfi 
of heaven's sunshine shone across my path ? Has the 
world had all my heart ? God has been blessing me all 
day : what impression have my mercies made upon me? 
And, now that I am going to my Father again, what 
fiins have I especially to confess at his feet, and what 
blessings to acknowledge?" 

A brief period of such self-communion, observed 
every night, will be a most profitable preparation for 
your approach to the throne. You will find it impart a 
freshness, a directness, and an earnestness to your con- 
fessions, praises, and petitions, which otherwise they 
could not possess. If you went down upon your knees 
and contented yourself with going the old round of 
mere generalities, your prayers would be comparatively 
cold and formal. But previous searching self-examina- 
tion would prepare the wood and sacrifice in order for 
the descending fire. Each mght's faithful scrutiny of 
the day's events would furnish in every instance many 
a special errand to the throne of mercy. If you have 
not commenced the practice before, begin it at onoe. 
Of one thing I am sure, if you once earnestly adopt it, 
you will find it so profitable that you will be very 
reluctant to discontinue it. 

There should he no accumulation of work for self- 
txamination. If I may use a commercial style of 
speech, Let each day's accounts with God and your own 
Boul be carefully balanced. A merchant who keeps hia 
books regularly jiosted and faithfully arranged, can at 
any time tell whether he be solvent. But if he allowi 
his balance sheet to be neglected, and to get into coi^ 
fusion, bankruptcy may come upon him unawares. Let 
the question be faithfully put at the close of each day, 
How have I spent this day before God ? 

Say not, my friend, that the observance of such a 
practice is rendered unnecessary by the fall assurance 
of faith. On the contrary, the continued enjoyment oi 
the full assurance of faith can scarcely exist in the 
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neglect of this practice. The secret of mucli of the 
religions depression of professors is to be fonnd in the 
fact that daily self-examination is disregarded. 

Say iiot, either, that to be tied to snch a practice 
wonld be to live in a state of semi-legal bondage, in- 
compatible with the liberty wherewith Christ hath 
made ns free. Self-examination is a scriptural duty, 
and what God hath sanctified that call not thon common 
or nnclean. We are not at liberty to neglect divine 
commands. True liberty is to be found only in obedi- 
ence to God's law. The psalmist's ethics of freedom were 
thus expressed; ^*I wUl walk at liberty; for I aeek 
thy precepts.^^ Psa. cxix. 46. Yes, my Mend, true 
liberty is only to be found by a rational creature in 
habitual conformity to the law of his being, which is 
the law of his Gob. In such a course of life he is as 
free as the eagle when soaring sunward, or leviathan 
when sporting in " the vasty deep." 

Besides, it must surely be an advantage to observe a 
practice by which the beginning of declension will be 
detected before it increases to more ungodliness. With 
all the earnestness, then, that I can throw into the 
appeal, I beg every young Christian to make it a matter 
of conscience to observe daily seK-examination before 
God. The benefits of doing so will be incalculable. 
There will be no excuse for resorting to that demoralis- 
ing Popish institution, the confessional, if every 
Christian will daily make his own conscience, his 
Father Confessor. The confessional is merely a miser- 
able and indolent substitute for personal fidelity ja 
defiling with our own souls. 
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CHAPTER V. 
Oar THB Devotional Study op the Holt Scbiptubes, 

The advice of the Apostle Peter to young Christians 
is on this wise : "As newborn babes, desire the sincere 
nulk of the word, that ye may grow thereby." 1 Pet. 
ii. 2. Very beautiful and instructive is ttie figure in 
this exhortation. The babe by a natural instinct seeks 
its mother's milk as its appropriate nourishment : so the 
newborn soul turns to the revealed word of God as the 
appointed food of its faith, hope, and purity. Milk 
contdns all the elements necessary for the nourishment 
and growth of the human body, especially in its infancy ; 
thus the word of God contains all that is required for 
the preservation and development of the divine life in 
the soul. It is by the devout study of Holy Scripture 
that all believers " grow in grace and in the Imow- 
ledge of our Lord Jesus Chnst." As we are horn 
of the word of God (see 1 Pet. i. 23 and Jas. i. 18), so 
by it are we nourished up in faith and good doctrine. 

Ponder Paul's noble testimony to this great truth. 
"But continue thou in the things which thou hast 
learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom 
thou hast learned them ; and that fi*om a child thou hast 
known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make 
thee wise unto salvation, through fSaith which i^ in 
Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, for instruction in righteousness ; that the man 
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished xmto all 
good works." 2 Tim. iii. 14 — 17. The sufficiency 
of the Holy Scriptures for the nourishment of every 
principle of the Hfe of godliness is here solemnly a»- 
aerted. Other guides are only useful as they help us to 
a clearer comprehension, and a fuller appreciation of the 
Word of God. 

And the Master Himself gives us this advice^ ^'Soasck 
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the scriptures ; for in them ye think ye have eternal 
life ; and they are they which testify of me." John v. 
39. In his great intercessory prayer for his dis- 
ciples HE prayed thus; "Sauctify them through thy 
tnith: thy word is truth." Johnxvii. 17. Thus, my 
young friend, you have the highest possible testimony 
to your absolute dependence upon Holy Scripture for 
progress in every good word and work. If you would 
be a growing Christian : — ^indeed, if the life of godliness 
in your soid is to be preserved from destruction, you 
must become a diKgent and prayerful student of Holy 
Writ. Commence, then, your career as a follower of 
the Lamb with a fixed and irrevocable purpose, that the 
Bible shall be to you, the book op books : that, what- 
ever other literature you may neglect, this shaU be your 
companion, your guide, your adviser, and your com- 
forter. As well might you hope to keep the body in 
health in the neglect of your daily meals, as expect to 
have your soul prosper without the daily perusal of God's 
Holy Word. 

From its teachings you must enlarge your acquaint- 
ance with God and divine things : in its promises you 
must find your sweetest consolation xmder the different 
trials of life : its precepts must supply you with your 
safest practical guide in all the relations you sustain : 
its motives must be the stimulus of your obedience 
and consecration: its noble examples, which attain 
their cHmax in our Blessed E^deemer, must excite 
you to a holy ambition to attempt and do great 
things for God : while its sublime facts, and the doc- 
trines which rest securely upon them, must supply 
your intellect with the most elevating themes of thought. 
Devout and blessed familiarity with revealed truth will 
be your best preservative in the hour of temptation. 
Study the accounts given you of your Lord's tempta- 
tions (Matt. iv. and Luke iv.,) and mark how every 
blasphemous suggestion was met by Him with "^ 
ii writtm.^^ Even the Son of God Himself found 
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strength, in the hour of conflict, from his profound 
acquaintance with Holy Writ, and that is the armoury 
from which you must he furnished for the warfare with 
sin. The sword of the Spirit is the Word of God, and 
with that trusty blade in the hand of faith and prayer, 
you must hew down the tempter, and do valiantly for 
God. 

Perhaps you may have to he very early in the morn- 
ing at your daily toil, and may he better able to read 
a lengthened portion in the evening when your day's 
toil is over. Should it be so, I would recommend that 
you satisfy yourself with taking one verse with you 
from your morning supplications to be your companion 
during the day. Let this verse be the chosen subject 
for meditation until evening. When you are at your 
work, tum to it, and lift up your heart to God to lay 
ifc powerfully upon your soid. If you are surrounded 
by scoffers, by the rattle of looms, and the whirl of 
machinery, stUl your soul may be feeding in the green 
pastures of scripture truth. 

There are many admirable little text books for each 
day in the year for a mere trifle : some of them cost 
but a penny. One of these you would find useful, 
amd I beg you to obtain one. But, however you 
come at it, at least have a text with you every morning 
of your life, to be the special scripture for the day. 
You will be astonished, if you try this simple plan, how 
it will enlarge your experimental acquaintance with 
God's Book. One rich suggestive verse, wrought each 
day into the very substance of your spiritual fife, will 
do you more real good than whole chapters read only to 
be forgotten. 

If, however, your circumstances are otherwise, and 
your best time for the deliberate and prayerful reading 
of the sacred page be in the morning, then by all means 
let the morning be the time for that exercise, as our 
powers are then freshest, and our impressions conso 
qnently most vivid. This more extended reading ^\UL 
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supply you with your daily text. Let the verse which 
seems most powerfully to affect you be adopted for that 
purpose. Carry it with you, forth from the closet, ** as 
a golden citron in a basket of silver" (Prov. xxv. 11) 
to refresh you during the day. 

But the evening of the day is to the majority the 
most leisurely season for a more extended perusal of the 
Sacred Becord. Come to that soul-inspiring engage- 
ment, my young friend, as the hart comes to the water* 
brooks. Come to it as to the soul's choicest and most 
strengthening daily meal. Come to it with the thought 
that you are about to listen to the very voice of your 
Father in heaven. Come to it as the appointed 
armoury of God for all faithful soldiers who are fight- 
ing under the Captain of our salvation. Come to be 
fed, instructed, refreshed, strengthened, and edified. 
Come with the docility of a little child, to sit at the 
feet of Jesus. Drop the critic, and come simply as a 
soul hungering and thirsting after righteousness. This 
is the spirit in which to read the Holy Scriptures. One 
cliapter perused thus wiU yield more real and lasting 
profit than a hundred read in a careless, desultory 
manner, or in a captious carping spirit. To receive, the 
soul must be in a receptive frame. ** Open thy mouth 
wide," says God, " and I wiU fiU it." Psa. IxxxL 10. 
"When we come earnestly and devoutly to the Holy 
Scriptures for the purposes for which they were inspired, 
namely, ** for doctrine (teaching,) for reproof, for correc- 
tion, for instruction in righteousness," &c., (see 2 Tinu 
iii. 16,) GodwiU not feul to fulfil his promise, "My 
'Word diall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it." 
Isa. Iv. 11. The Divine Author of the Book is pledged 
to bless its sublime contents to all who come to thaia 
with faith, reverence, and prayer. 

It is a bad sign when the soul loses its appetite for 
its daily meal upon the Word of God. When the iiw 
laired volume ceases to be attractive, our interest in 
x^pon generally must have declined. At such seaaona 
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there must be a worm somewhere at the root of our 
profession. When godliness is flourishing in the soul, 
the book in which God Himself speaks to us is full of 
interest ; but spiritual declension has surely advanced 
far, when we feel the daily reading of the Bible to be a 
task and a drudgery. 

All believers who have been eminent for holiness, 
devotedness, and usefulness, have been distinguished 
for being mighty in the Scriptures. The cases of David, 
Daniel, Paul, and Timothy, and above all, our blessed 
Lord Himself, will at once occur as illustrations of this 
remark. Martin Luther gave three hours of each day 
to the prayerful study of God's Word. General Have- 
lock, no matter how early he had to march, was always 
called in time to give him one clear hour every morn- 
ing to spend alone with his Bible and his God. This 
practice he kept up throughout his last eventful march . 
for the relief of Lucknow. Though our Indian empire 
was trembling in the balance, and everything at the 
moment seemed to depend under God upon him, that 
hour was to the last sacredly observed every morning. 
Our Puritan forefathers were men chiefly of one book, 
and that book was the Bible. This gave them their 
strength. All their other vast attainments were devoted 
to the elucidation of the volume which was dearer to 
them than their own lives. All strong men in the 
church of God have been men of a kindred spirit ; and 
if we would be strong as they were, we must feed upon 
the same diet. 

One of the dangers of the young Christian in the 
present age arises from the rapid multiplication of 
books of a specially fascinating chsiracter. An immense 
proportion of this literature is, no doubt, sound and 
healthy in tone and tendency, but too much of it is of a 
downright evil character. Professedly religious novels 
are often very irreligious, and handle sacred things in a 
light and frivolous spirit. Of all novels we least like 
the religious ones. Any book, no ma.t\fcx ^\^si^;* ^a:jc^Nif!Sk 
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the glare that surrounds the author's name, whieh 
tends to impair our reverence for the divine "Word, 
should be avoided, as we would tunj from a viper in 
our path. Why feed the soul upon poison? 

Aiid the reading of merely good books must not be 
allowed to thrust aside the reading of the Book of books. 
No, my friend : other literature, however pure, can- 
not do the work of the inspired volume. For God's 
Book there can be no substitute. We need daily access 
to the volume from which all that is noble and elevat- 
ing in our literature derives its inspiration. We must 
go to the fountain-head of evangelical truth, and drin^ 
therefrom for ourselves^ if we would preserve the fresh- 
ness and vigour of our piety. To neglect the Bible i9 
as dangerous as it is to neglect secret prayer. We need 
both the Word and presence of God to keep us right. 

Such exhortations as these may be ^^ pooh-poohed^^ 
as old fashioned ; but they are nevertheless necessary 
even to urgency in these times. Surely our Divine 
Lord, and his inspired apostles, knew best what is good 
for the human soul ; and they tell us to desire eagerly the 
pure milk of the Word that we may grow thereby, and 
be thoroughly furnished unto all good works. Any 
witling nowadays will set up his conceited opinion 
against the wisdom of him who spake amid the crash- 
ing thunders of Sinai, and from the splendours of 
the Mount of Transfiguration : but clearly that man is 
very far gone from the paths of righteousness who ha^ 
become wise above what God has written. Pure, fer-. 
vent love for Holy Scripture is an evidence of a healthy 
spiritual condition ; but the soul that loathes the ap- 
pointed food of the divine life, and can only be happy 
when revelling in the sensational and questionable 
literature of this age, can surely have no claim to be 
considered alive unto God. When the natural appetite 
becomes vitiated, and needs to be tickled witii rich 
food and piquant sauces, any doctor would say, ** The 
Bian is out of health," Just so, when the soul loses 
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its Telish for the plain, nourishing food of revealed truth, 
it is clearly out of spiritual health. It is a dangerous 
sign when we turn aside from the revelation of God for 
** something more interesting J^ If ever you find this 
spirit creeping over you, be sure something is amiss. 

We must not allow even the claims of Christian phil- 
anthropy to hinder us from our daily draught from the 
wells of salvation. Men of God have much to do for 
God m this bustling age. But even Christian work 
should never come between us and our daily reading of 
the divine oracles. To work well, we must live well ; 
and to live well, we must live on the food which God 
has i^pointed for our spiritual diet : only thus can our 
strength for true, useful Christian work be kept up. 
Without daily and devout access to the divine oracles, 
our very zeal in good works will degenerate into a fussy 
activity, destitute of all power with God and with men. 
Working can never be made an efficient substitute for 
the devout study of Holy Scripture : though to make 
it such is one of the special temptations of these times. 
Against this temptation let me, my young friend, most 
warn you. Walk in daily fellowship with your Lord, 
solemnly and eamestiy and in daily delight in his Word, 
and you cannot go far wrong. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

(hr Coimuci nr thb Chu£CH of Chbisi. 

When I speak of conduct in the church of Christ, do 
not suppose that in my view a Christian should be a 
different man in the church from what he is in the world. 
A Christian is to be a Christian everywhere and 
always. Whatsoever he does, he is to do to the glory of 
God. He is to be governed by- the principles of the 
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erospel in all the relations of life. His character, like 
l^e silver trumpets under the law, is to be all of a 
piece. Every act should be sanctified by a regard to 
Christ^s authority. He should find a temple every- 
where. The best church is a church in the house. 

Alas ! too many professors seem to regard religion as 
an affair of times and seasons. They put their godli- 
ness on and off with their Sunday clothes. But a holy 
life is a sweeter psalm of praise than any other : it is 
the loudest and most acceptable hallelujah that we can 
sing to the glory of our Redeemer. 

Still our relation to the church of Christ, like every 
other, involves us in corresponding obligation. Suffer 
me, then, to give you a few earnest counsels, — ** that 
thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself 
in the house of God, which is the church of the living 
God, the pillar and ground of the truth." 1 Tim. iii. 15. 

{a) Start with a holy resolution that you will 
diligently attend^ as you have opportunity, upon the 
means of grace, Neglect not assembling with Grod's 
people, as the manner of some is. Heb. x. 25. Those 
who are living nearest to God in secret, wiU most value 
public ordinances. "The Lord loveth the gates of 
Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob." Psa. IxxxviL 
2. Our Divine Redeemer bequeathed to us this gracious 
declaration, ** Again I say unto you, that if two of you 
shall agree on earth as touching anything that tibey 
shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father who 
is in heaven. Por where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them." 
Matt, xviii. 19, 20. It must be blessed for us to 
be where Christ is. ** The righteous shall flourish 
like the palm tree ; they shall grow like a cedar of 
Lebanon. Planted in the house of Jehovah, they shall 
flourish in the courts of our God. They shall still 
bear fruit in old age ; they shall be fat and flourishing ; 
to shew that Jehovah, my rock, is upright, and there is 
2?^ injustice in him." Psa. xcii 12—15. The stress of 
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this beautiful passage is on the clause, — '^ Planted in 
the house of Jehovah." Having likened the righteous 
to the stately palm-tree and the spreading cedar, the 
Psalmist proceeds to indicates the soil in which they 
are to grow; — the house op Jehovah. The figuie 
implies a constant and abiding love to divine ordinancea. 
In this soil the roots of the (Hvine life are to strike out 
their fibres, and to find nourishment. Firmly and 
fixedly PLAinxD here, saints shall continue to bring 
forth fruit to their dying day. I have known many 
good people who have seemed to be thus really 
planted in God's house. Its blessed means of grace 
have become as natural to them as the parent soil is 
to the tree which has been raised in fit. Their love 
for divine ordinances has appeared to grow with their 
years. As long as their tottering steps have been 
able to do so, they have trodden the path to God's 
house. And such Christians have always been eminent 
ones: they have been fruitfcd even to old age. 

On the other hand, the abatement of love for the 
sanctuary has always been, so far as my observation has 
gone, the indicator of declining piety; and, in too 
many instances, the precursor of utter apostasy. I 
beseech you, then, resist the first temptation to forsake 
God's courts. You cannot teU what you may lose by 
one absence. Tbomeus was not present when the 
disciples assembled after our Lord's resurrection. We 
are not told what kept him away. Perhaps it rained ; 
perhaps his head ached ; perhaps he had taken medi- 
cine ; or perhaps a friend had called to see him. But 
^atever may have been the cause of his absence, one 
thing is certain, he missed seeing his risen Eedeemer. 
Let not any cause keep you from the house of the 
iiord which you would not permit to prevent your 
keeping an important business engagement. Surely the 
appointment to meet the Saviour where he has promised 
to be found by his faithful disciples is, of all appointments, 
the most important, and ought to be most t'aithtully 
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kept. Let tiie house K^liicli inspiration designates *' a 
house of prayer lor all people " (Isa. Ivi. 7,) be you^ 
chosen resort. When God's people unite in the language 
of confession, of thanksgiving, and of prayer, let no 
trivial or insufficient reason keep you away. With 
£ing David say, *' I have set my affection to the house 
cf my Grod." 1 Chron. xxix. 3. 

Take your troubles and difficulties thither. When 
good Kmg Hezekiah received the blasphemous and 
threatening letter from Eabshakeh, he read it, and 
*^ went up into the home of the Lord^ and spread it h(for9 
the Lord,^* 2 Kings xix. 14 ; repeated, Isa. xxxviL 
14. The act was so beautiful and appropriate that it 
is twice reconled by two distinct inspired penmen.. 
When Asaph's mind was pained by the prosperity of 
the wicked, and by the affiictions of the righteous, and 
he was tempted to say, *' Verily in vaio have I kept my 
heart pure, and washed my hands in innocence " (Psa» 
Ixxiii. 13,) the mystery was all solved for him when 
he went into the sanctuary of God. 16 — 18 verses. 
Many a burden has been lightened, many a tear 
wiped away, many a difficulty removed, and many 
a doubt satisfied, by going up to the house of 
the Lord, since the days of Asaph and Hezekiah* 
Be sure you take your troubles, then, where those holy 
men took theirs ! Mourners especially should not stay 
at home. The greater their grief, the more urgent 
their need of the consolations of the sanctuary. 

(6) But your relation to the church of God, and your 
profession of faith in Jesus, involve you in something 
more than an obligation to assemble with the Lord's 
people for worship. You owe to Christy and to tM 
church, the debt of earnest and self-denying work for th$ 
extension of the Saviour* s kingdom in the earth. God 
has made you a Christian that you may be the means 
of making others partakers of your glorious hope& 
You are a part of " the salt of the earth," that you 
majr seasoji it with religious influences. You are a 
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ray of "the light of the world*' that you may en- 
lighten its darkness. God has led you to embrace the 
Gospel, that from you it may " sound out " to your 
lieighbours and Mends. The millennium will be brought 
libout, not so much by the labours of splendid and 
.gifted preachers, as by the universal and persistent 
labours of the great body of disciples, ** every man 
paying to his neighbour, Know the Lord, until all shall 
know Him, from the least to the greatest." See Jer. 
^LXxL 34. Thus shall the earth be filled with the 
knowledge of the Lord. Now in this blessed labour 
you are called upon to take a part You have been 
made alive unto God by Christ Jesus, that you may 
work for Jesus with all your heaven-bom energies. 

There is no merit in such labours for the Eedeemei, 
They constitute no part of the ground of your accept- 
ance in God's sight. God first justifies believers in 
Christ, and then accepts their labours for Christ* s sake. 
Your work for Jesus can add nothing to the work of 
Jesus for you. The basis of your justification was laid 
broad and deep when your dear Lord exclaimed, " It is 
finished," bowed his head, and died. To lose sight of 
this great truth will involve you in spiritual bondage. 
You are to work for God, not for life, but as a fruit of 
the life and acceptance already received from the 
Saviour. 

All life is meant for activity ; and the Divine life is no 
exception to this rule. Hence work for Jesus is a con- 
dition of spiritual health. The life of godliness in the 
soul requires suitable exercise, and this is supplied in 
** teaching every man his neighbour, and every man 
his brother, saying, Know the Lord." The function of 
the BBiDE, the universal church, and not merely of an 
anointed ministerial class, is to say to a perishing 
world, ** Come " to the water of life, and take of it 
freely. See Eev. xxii. 17, Only as you realise this 
great end of your effectual calling can your soul be 
in health and prosper. It is to be feared that too many 
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people join the professing cliurch of Christ witHont 
snfficiently realising the great object of their conver- 
sion. They seem to think that all their obligations are 
discharged when they abstain from scandalous sin, and 
live decent moral lives. As to any direct effort to win 
a sonl for Christ, that is a duty they regard as belong- 
ing exclusively to the clergy, and so they never attempt 
it I trust, however, my young friend, that you have 
not so learned Christ. Let me beseech you to com- 
mence your career as a disciple of your Lord, by 
devoting yourself to the work of winning souls fat 
Hni. Li your own family and household, among youi 
youthful companions, and workmates, and friends, be a 
humble messenger of salvation by the blood of the 
Lamb. Oh that I could fire you with a holy ambition 
to be the means of turning many to righteousness ! 

To he a sitccessful witness to the gospel you mttst live 
the gospel. That you may effectually recommend it by 
word of mouth, you must honour it by your daily life. 
Christians are too often the world's Bible, the only one 
that unbelievers care to study. They judge of Chris- 
tianity, not by its sublime facts, doctnnes, promises, 
precepts, and motives, but by the lives of its professors. 
They study its rather than the truth as it is in Christ 
Jesus. Beware, then, my young friend, of giving the 
adversary occasion to speak reproachfully of your holy 
religion. Be as Christ was in the world ; then what 
you have to say for Him will have power with men. 
Let the mind which was in Jesus be also in you ; then, 
when you meekly and modestly seek to recommend Hm 
to others, there will be a blessed force in your words. 

I do not stop to discuss methods of working. Every 
case has its own peculiarities. You need not look out 
for a sphere or a mission. Your sphere ia around you ; 
your mission is to your own kitii and kin, to your 
neighbours and friends, to all whom you can influence 
by your example, or reach by your labours. You need 
not go abroad to be a proclaimer of the Cross. You 
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need not indulge in sentimental sighs for '' a mission." 
Ton have a mission ; only see to it that it is faithfully 
fulfilled. You have a work to do which nohody else can 
do for you, and which, if you neglect it, must remain 
undone. Your influence and opportunities are your 
own exclusively, and no one but yourself can do the 
work for which they fit you. May the good Spirit 
of our God lay these thoughts upon your heart and 
conscience ; then the church will be glad for you, and 
the world will be all the better for your residence in 
it. Let it be your resolve to leave the world bettei 
than you found it. 

{p) Need I remind you that it is your duty to study 
the PEACE of the Church of Ood? When Christian 
people associate together for united labour, the only 
condition of peace is, that there shall be in their midst 
mutual yielding and forbearance. Be prepared for any 
sacrifice, short of the sttrrender of principle^ for the sake 
of peace. About mere methods of working, and que^ 
tions of precedence in the synagogue, there should be 
no strife. Where there is no scripture there can be 
no conscience involved. Be not like some men whom 
I have known, who would rend the church in pieces 
for the cut or colour of a vestment ; who would mount 
a special hobby of their own, and on its back ride 
roughshod over the necks of the Lord's people ; who, if 
things were not managed precisely in their own way, would 
throw up all connection with a work, however God-like. 
Bemember, there is the gracious promise, " Pray foi 
the peace of Jerusalem ; they shall prosper that lowe 
thee." Psa. cxxii. 6. " Let us therefore follow afbei 
the things which make for peace, and things where- 
with one may edify another." Bom. xiv. 19. "For 
God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in 
all churches of the saints." 1 Cor. xiv. 33. '' Be at 
peace among yourselves." 1 Thes. v. 13. "Follow 
peace with them that call on the Lord out of a puxe 
heart." 2 Tim. ii, 22. Study, toO| James iiL 
14—18. 
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Surely any man who can set at nought such Earnest, 
and pathetic exhortations as these must be possessed 
of a very low type of piety. All considerations of 
personal importance and dignity should bo with 
us light as a feather, when weighed in the balances 
of the sanctuary with our regard for the peace 
of the Lord's church. Ever be willing to take the 
lowest place among your brethren. Our Lord teaches 
us the true greatness of humility in the words— 
" And whosoever will bo chief among you, let him be 
your servant." Matt, xx, 27. The heavenly Bride^ 
groom, Jesus, has bidden you to the gospel feast : be 
sure you take the lowest room at the festival : then 
shall you have honour in the presence of them that 
sit at meat with you. ** Por whosoever exalteth him- 
self shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself 
shall be exalted." Luke xiv. 7 — 11. 

Let these principles be specially carried out in your 
relations to the church with which you are most inti- 
mately associated. That church represents to you the 
whole mystical body of Christ. Do not content youi*-. 
self with loud professions of a catholic spirit, wliHe in 
your own religious community you are a source of 
discord. Some professors are all love and smiles at 
meetings of 27ie JSvangelical Alliance: but, in the 
church of which they are members, are notorious 
disturbers of the peace. Such people put one in mind 
of the proverbial description ** Saints abroad, devils at 
home." Sectarianism is hateful ; but a loud-tongued 
profession of catholicity, which is associated with a 
spirit of strife and bitterness in a man's own spiritual 
home, is most hateful of all, because most hypocriticaL 
It is your duty to love all who love the Lord Jesus fn 
sincerity and truth ; but the genuineness of your love 
for the whole family of the redeemed must be tested 
by the fervour and unselfishness of your love for that 
portion of the family with which you have to live. 

Xfevor forget the church of God in your pray^ri. 
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In Che-Lord's Rrayer we are taught to pray that God's 
Bame may be hallowed ; that his kingdom may come, 
and HIS will may be done on earth as it is done in 
heaven, lefore we ash for our own daily bread. How 
this order rebukes the selfishness of the closet ! How 
apt we are to spend most of our praying hours in sup- 
plications for ourselves ; while the claims of the church 
of God in its efforts to win for Christ a world ** lying 
in the wicked one" are lefb to be disposed of in a 
sentence or two at the close. Let not your prayers 
be animated by such a spirit. Let the key-note in 
your wrestlings be—" Thy kingdom come.^^ Seek for 
the coming of that kingdom in the fulness of its majesty 
in your own soul, only that you may be a humble in- 
strument of its establishment in the souls of others. 

And never forget tcken on your knees your spiritual 
guide J the pastor who breaks to you the bread of life. 
Of all men upon eartk he most needs your prayers. 
How pathetically the mighty Apostle of the Gentiles 
appealed to the disciples for an interest in their suppli- 
cations — "Brethren, pray for us." 1 Thes. v. 25; 
2 Thes. iii 1 ; Heb. xiii 18, &c. And if he with all 
his superDatural endowments needed to be thus remem- 
bered at the throne ; how much more must uninspired 
ministers of the present day require such a support ! 
Pray that your pastor may have health of body, vigour 
of intellect, fervent piety, a deep understanding of the 
truth as it is in Jesus, the ability to expound that 
truth wisely and faithfully to men, and that the 
Holy Spirit may ever bless his ministrations to your 
own edification and the good of others. When you are 
conscious of not hearing the word profitably, prtiy all 
the more earnestly for the preacher and yourselfc 
Praying for your pastor is a more profitable occupation 
than grumbling against him. Whatever you have to 
say against him, be sure you first say it to him. Give 
him an opportunity of folly explaining whatever may 
hove caused you pain. You may have misunderstood 
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bim : others may have mismfonned you conoenuDg 
him; and the least you can do, before speaking 
disparagingly of him, is to give him an opportunity of 
vindicating himself. Before you lift your hand agaonst 
^ the Lord^s anointed," go to the throne of grace, and 
pray for direction; scrutinise your own heart and 
motives, and be sure conscience and Holy Scripture 
warrant the course you propose to take. ' E^memberi 
too, your own inexperience as a young Christian ; and 
never forget, that modesty and humility are specially 
becoming in youth, l^ever add to your pastor's troubles 
or cares by imkindness, neglect, or indifference ; but 
ever cheer him by your prompt and cordial co-operation* 
Thus you will be thrice blessed ; for you will ^t a 
blessing yourself ; you will be made a blessing to the 
church, and your pastor will thank God for you. 
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CmiiBTiAir people are God's messengers to an apostate 
world. **Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord." 
Isa. xliii. 10. But a witness is bound to speak the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
especially when witnessing for God ; ** forasmuch as 
ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ, 
ministered by us, written, not with ink, but with the 
l^irit of the living God ; not in tables of stone, but in 
fleshy tables of the heart.." 2 Cor. iii. 3. But it is 
important that the handwriting of the Holy Spirit in 
these living epistles should not be blotted, or defaced, 
and thus rendered illegible. This is the invariable 
style in which the followers of Jesus are spoken of in 
Holy Writ How solemn and responsible, t^en, mj 
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living, then, for higher objects thaa the world liyee 
for ; by accepting purer motives, and loftier principles, 
a good man is separated from the world, though 
he freely mixes with it in the mill, or warehouse, 
or shop, or office. The whole of life is for him 
a very different thing from what it is to a man of the 
world. Their motives and principles are as distinct 
as day and night, light and darkness, Christ and 
Belial Without question it is this separation ur 
SPIRIT from the world which is the vital test. A 
man may be punctilious about not doing tiiis or 
that, and yet have a worldly heart in his bosom. 
Some who think all mere amusements sinful, and 
look upon fishing, boating and cricket, as inven* 
tions of the devil, are as covetous as Plutus. Christian 
nonconformity to the M^rld is more a matter of 
principle than of form-— of heart than of external 
austerity. He who carries about the Spirit of Christ 
within him is by that fact marked off from the world, 
and' clearly belongs to a higher sphere. 

To a young Christian, the question of lawful and 
unlawful amusements is one of great practical im- 
portance. The age is marked by a rapidly growing 
love of mere pleasure. The hours of manual labour 
are being gradually curtailed, and far more time is 
given to recreation than used to be the case. Our 
Sunday schools feel the pressure of this tendency of 
the age. Teachers and children are no longer satisfied 
with the quiet style of our fathers in the good work, 
but must be freely supphed with pleasure parties of an 
exciting character. The danger^ is rather in the direc- 
tion of licence than of austerity ; and this sign of the 
times must be taken into consideration in judging of 
the path of duty. 

Another thing must be remembered It is always 
safer to err on the side of excessive caution than of 
presumption. When a man has denied himself an in- 
nocent gratification, he has committed no sin ; but if 
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the gratification be hurtful in its influence, this can 
scarcely be said if he indulges in it. It is never well 
to go to the full limit of liberty, lest we should inad- 
vertently pass beyond the bounds of Christian propriety. 
The Jewish law prescribed that no Jew should ever 
receive more than forty stripes (Deut. xxv. 1 — 3) ; but 
the Rabbis ordered that the executioner should always 
stop at the thirty-ninth, for fear there should have been 
an error in the counting, and the law of God should 
be thus unwittingly broken. See 2 Cor. xi. 24. As 
holy Thomas Brooks would say, " The application is 
easy." 

Besides, the New Testament lays down the principle 
that, to pursue any course^ the propriety of which we even 
doubt, is sinful. And when we are quite convinced of 
its lawfulness ourselves, still, if even a weak brother 
should be grieved, or made to stumble by our conduct^ 
our duty is to abstain. Study carefully, my young 
friend, Rom. xiv. and 1 Cor. viii. These two chapters 
fully discuss the principles that should guide us in the 
exercise of our Christian liberty ; specially notice these 
words : — " Let every man be fully assured in his own 
mind," that is, of the rightuess of any course that he 
adopts. *' To him that esteemeth anything to be un* 
clean, to him it is unclean.'** But add to this : " He 
that (even) doubteth (the propriety of any gratification) 
is condemned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith 
(that is, he is not quite sure that the course he is pur- 
suing is right.) For whatsoever is not of faith (that is, 
(accompanied with a full persuasion that it is right) is 
sin." When, thereforo, we even doubt the lawfulness of 
an amusement, our business is to abstain from it. To 
persist in indulgence in the face of such doubts, is pro* 
nounced by the highest authority — SIN. 

Observe, too, in these two important chapters, what 
■tress the Apostle lays upon not grieving our brother 
with our indulgence, — not allowing the thing which we 
believe to be lawful to be evil spoken of, — not doing 
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young friend, the position which you occupy in this 
wicked world ! How important that your witness for 
Jesus should be a faithful and truthful one ; that your 
influence should recommend, and not dishonour, the 
holy religion which you profess ! 

These reflections naturally lead on to the consideration 
of a very grave question : What is the conformity to th4 
world, or, as it is elsewhere expressed, the friendship 
of the world, which is forbidden to Christians ? 

The word of God expressly says : ** ^Vherefore come 
out from among them, and be separated, saith the 
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing," <fec. 2 Cor. 
vi. 17. " And be not conformed to this world ; but be 
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind ; that ye 
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and per- 
fect will of God.*' Rom. xii. 2. " Love not the 
world, neither the things that are in the world. If any 
man love the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, 
and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of 
the Father, but is of the world." 1 John ii. 15 — 16. 
'* Know ye not that the friendship of the world is 
enmity with God ? whosoever therefore will be a friend 
of the world is the enemy of God." . James iv. 4. 

Nothing can be clearer, then, than this — there is a 
conformity to the world, a love of the world, and a 
friendship for the. world, which is utterly incompatible 
with the love of the Father. But what is this for- 
bidden evil ] 

Perhaps we may be better able to answer this ques- 
tion if we study our Lord's words respecting his 
followers : — " l^het/ are not of the world, even as (xa0«?, 
just as) lam not of the world.** John xvii. 14, 16. 
Christ's separation &om the world is to be the rule and 
model of ours. This principle our Lord repeated a 
second time, almost in the sapie breath, to draw special 
attention to its importance. Compare 14th and 16th 
verses. Likeness to Christ is the proof of vLv^<:k\:^ \.vk 
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Him ; but He was separated from the world, and onl j 
as we are separate from the world can we be said to be 
like Him. " Herein is our love made perfect, that we 
may have boldness in the day of judgment ; because as 
He is, so are we in this world." 1 John iv. 17. 

Now our Lord did not shut himself up in a hermit's 
cell. He affected no austerities. There was not a 
grain of the spirit of monasticism in Him. He mixed 
freely with the people. He attended their social 
festivals, and even created a needed additional supply 
of wine for a wedding feast. When bidden to the table 
of a rich Pharisee, he went. Feasts were made in his 
honour, and he did not think it wrong to attend them. 
He loved little children, and often drew his figures and 
illustrations from the incidents of every day life. The 
separation from the world, then, which flies to a 
nunnery or monastery, and cuts itself off from all con- 
tact with the external world for fear of pollution thereby, 
is not being as Jesus Christ was in this world. '' I pray 
not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but 
that thou shouldest keep them from the Evil [One.]** 
John xvii. 15. No one has any right to take himself 
out of the world before his time. Until our work 
among men is done, our business is to remain where 
God has placed us in the world, without being of it. 

But it is clearly possible to live above the world, even 
when discharging our daily duties therein. Chiistian 
men should do everything in a Christian spirit. They 
should ever live as in God*8 sight, and with a regard for 
his glory. See CoL iii. 17 ; 1 Cor. x. 31. The sim- 
plest actions must be discharged with an eye to his will 
in them. Thus the whole of life is lifted above ' the 
level of mere worldliness. The sin of ungodly men is, 
that " in all their thoughts God is not." Psa. x. 4. 
They forget God ; they ignore Him ; they do not live 
to his glory. " Minding the main chance," in the ethioB 
of the world, is doing well for oneself, amassing wealth, 
snd securiDg a respectable standing among men. *Bj 
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but detennined oppoBition to the fashions of the world, 
breasting the waves like the Eddystone lighthouse. 
And I have found nothing yet which requires more 
courage and independence than to rise even a Httle, 
but decidedly, above the par of the religious world 
around us. Surely the way in which we commonly go 
on is not that way of self-denial, and sacrifice, and cross- 
bearing which the JSew Testament talks of. *Then is 
the offence of the cross ceased.* Our slender influence 
on the circles of our friends is often to be traced to our 
leaving so little difference between aa.** 

Another practical question here arises: In what spirit 
cught a Christian to discharge political duties ? 

Political iufluence is a talent which God has entrusted 
to us for his glory, and we may not hide this talent in 
a napkin. Social influence of all kinds is a mighty 
power to be wielded in the cause of righteousness and 
equity. Our relation to the commonwealth, like every 
other, involves us in corresponding obligations. In a 
free country like ours, where the people, through their 
representatives, make the laws, it is every man's duty, 
and especially every Christian man's, to take care that 
no unjust or un-Christian laws are passed or retained 
on the statute-book. Surely it would be an act of 
treason to our country, and, above all, to our Divine 
Lord, if all the good people in the land were to leave 
the legislation of the nation entirely in the hands of 
the ungodly and profane ! Every good man is there- 
fore bound to exert a holy influence over the political 
affairs of the United Kingdom. It is his duty to be a 
Christian politician, the foe of all tyranny and injustice^ 
and the friend of good, equal, and impartial lawa» 
" Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself ;" and, 
" Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do 
ye even so to them,*' should be the fundamental princi- 
ples of every believer's politics. When all human legia- 
lation is perfectly conformed to those two precepts, 
every unjust edict will be wiped from the statute-books 
of the nations. 
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Of course every Christian man Bhould have a soul 
above the mean tricks of mere party strife, AUegiauce 
to the Saviour must stand before every other considera- 
tion. The exigences of political factions must be sacri- 
ficed to the interests of justice and truth. At all 
hazards we must do our best to make the right prevail. 
As a general rule it may be said : The less a disciple of 
Jesus has to do with mere party organisations and 
committees, the better. We shall thus be in a better 
position to carry out the convictions of our own con- 
sciences in our political action. 

In all such matters we must remember the sublime 
saying of the Apostle Paul : " For our citizenship 
(flro^Ursi^fxa) subsists (vfrapxf^) in the heavens," Phil. iii. 
20. Heaven is spiritually the Christian's native 
country ; for he is " born from above " {apu^iv) (John 
iii. 3) ; and in all his intercourse with the world should 
remember that he is a citizen of that glorious laud. Its 
Lord is his King ; its people are his spiritual kith and 
kin ; its laws are his rules of conduct ; and its immu- 
nities are to be his crown of glory. You are, my young 
friend, doubtless proud of the name of Englishman ; 
but remember that the name of Christian is infinitely 
more honourable than that. 

'* Heaven is your native land, 
Heaven is your home." 

In your political conduct act as a citizen of heaven ; 
then your country will have reason to be grateful to 
God for you. 

Let me add a word, before passing from this chapter, 
on the very absorbing claims of business and professional 
life, as at present carried on among us. 

" Business, that oar 
Which thousands, onoe fiust chained to^ 
Quit no more.'' 

Never was there such jealous competition, or sach 
keen rivalry, in every course of life, as exists at 
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anythiDg to offend the conscience of our weak brethren, 
lest we should sin against Christ Himself. 

You will find the same line of argument and ex- 
hortation summarised in 1 Cor. x. 23 — 33, which care-* 
fully and prayerfully read. Remember that even 
lawful things are not always expedient, and that we 
must carefully consider the effect of our liberty upon 
others. 

When you are invited to a card party, to a ball, to 
the theatre, or to the opera, ask yourself this question : 
Should I like to meet my pastor at these places ? 
Should I like to see him playing at mere games of 
chance ; or whirling, with his arms half-encircling a 
woman's waist in the giddy dance ; or gazing upon the 
forms and movements of half-naked actresses ? Your 
moral sensibilities are doubtless shocked at the very 
idea. 

But, my young friend, where you have a right to be, 
your pastor has a right to be too. One is our Master, 
even Christ, and all we are brethren. There are not 
two codes of Christian ethics, one for pastors, and the 
other for then: flocks. Ministers are to be examples to 
their hearers, I « know ; but this implies that their 
people are to be as good as they are ; for of what use 
is an example unless it be copied ? It is flat Popery 
which invents a higher code of morals for pastors, and 
a lower for the people. This is one of the oflsprings 
of PRiESTisM. I beg my young reader to remember 
that he is as much bound to obey the laws of Christ as 
is his recognised spiritual guide. A pastor may help 
you to understand the Christian law under which you 
both live, and ought to present you in his life with a 
practical illustration of its beauty ; but you are both 
under the same law and Lord, and indulgences which 
would be morally unbecoming in him, woidd be equally 
80 in yourself. And yet very often at festive gather- 
ings the minister is invited for the earlier part of th<^ 
evening ouly; but when his back is turned, amuse- 
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ments are indulged in which would never be dreamed 
of in his presence ! 

Any indulgence on which it were absurd to ask 
God's blessing is not a fit one for Christian people. 
What you cannot pray over you ought not to comitniaTice, 
Could you ask your heavenly Father to bless to your 
bodily health, and to your soul's good, attendance at a 
ball kept up until three or four o'clock in the morning t 
Alas ! such amusements thrust aside the accustomed 
hour of prayer altogether. The wearied one generally 
throws himself into bed after a hasty sentence or two, 
if any, of prayer, after such excesses, and rises late 
the next morning, to be guilty of the same neglect. 
Any amusement which causes us to restrain prayer 
before God, which must inevitably tend to damp the 
spirit of supplication in our souls, can only be regarded 
as a snare and a curse. Apply the following test, then^ 
rigidly in every case, and you will not go far wrong :— 

Can 1, with a perfectly clear conscience, go to ray 
knees, and solemnly, and in faith, ask God to keep me^ 
and to bless me, in this amusement % 

That which will not stand this test by all means 
abjure. Keep well on the safe side of Christian con- 
sistency. Let there ever be a broad margin between 
you and presumption. A tender conscience is one of 
the choicest of spiritual blessings. 

I cannot do better than close this section with the 
weighty words of Dr. J. W. Alexander : — " As I grow 
older as a parent, my views are changing fast as to the 
degree of conformity to the world which we should 
allow to our children. I am horror-struck to count up 
the profligate children of pious persons, and even 
ministers. The door at which those influences enter, 
which countervail paternal instruction and example, I 
am persuaded, is yielding to the ways of ' good society,* 
By dress, books, and amusements, an atmosphere is 
formed which is not that of Christianity. More than 
0r0r do I feel that our families must stand in a kind. 
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pleasing in all things ; not contradicting, not purloin- 
ing, but showing forth all good faith ; that they maj 
ADORN the teaching of our Saviour God in all things." 
Tit ii. 9, 10. This is the only place in the Bible in which 
this word " adorn '* (xoaiAiu) is used to describe the 
testimony which a consistent life bears to the gospel ; 
and it is applied to the holy living of those in the 
humblest walks of life. The poorest servant may adorn 
the teaching of the Saviour, and make it appear beauti- 
ful to men by patient continuance in well doing. 
The most retired sphere in the social syste^;p affords 
the opportunity for doing this ; and when the Great 
Master shall appear, those who have honoured Him in 
the humblest walks of life shall hear the " Well done, 
good and faithful servant," as surely as apostles and 
martyrs. " Whatsoever ye do, then, do it heartily, as 
to the Lord, and not to men ; knowing that of the Lord 
ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance : for ye 
serve the Lord Christ." Col. iii. 23, 24. 
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CHAPTER Yin. 

On the Choice of Companions. 

. Man was made for society. True friendship is of 
God. The Lord himself had an inner circle of three 
chosen friends among his apostles ; and of those three 
there was one named specially **that disciple whom 
Jesus loved." 

Our companions must influence us mightily for good 
or evil. "Evil communications corrupt (even) good 
manners." 1 Cor. xv. 33. 

"Associate not with a passionate man. With a 
furious man have no acquaintance, lest thou learn his 
ways, and bring thy soul into a snare.'' Prov. wi. 
24—25. 

But, on the other hand, *' He that walketh with wise 
.men wUl be wise, while the companion of fools will (all 
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into evil." Prov. xiii. 20. Both the Old and New Testa- 
ments abound with testimonies to the important in- 
fluence which our familiar associates must exert over 
our moral character. Our chosen friendships indicate 
our spiritual dispositions, and help to form and 
strengthen them. Tell me who a man's bosom com- 
panions are, and 1 will tell you what that man himself 
is. When a person can honestly say with David, " I 
am a companion of all who fear Theb, and of those 
who observe thy precepts '* (Psa. cxix. 63), you may be 
sure that that person fears God. 

Allow me, then, to press upon you the importance of 
great carefulness in the selection of your coufidential 
friends. Let them he hut few in number, and well 
chosen. It is not every professor whom I would recom- 
mend you to adopt as an intimate friend. Alas ! no ; 
for some professors are manifestly onli/ professors. 
When a young convert comes into the church, with all 
the warmth of his first love upon him, he is ready to 
clasp to his bosom every one who bears the honoured 
name of Christian. To him the church on earth is a 
perfect institution, and all its members saints indeed. 
It is one of the most bitter disappointments of the 
young Christian to find that this generous estimate of 
Christendom is but a dream. God forbid that I should 
recommend a cynical and censorious spirit. We are 
commanded to cultivate the charity which *' thinketh 
no evil." 1 Cor. xiii. 5. Better a too general and 
generous confidence, than wholesale mistrust and sus- 
picion. 

But I am now advising you with regard to the selec- 
tion of your most intimate friends. ' Choose not from 
among the votaries of the world ; nor from among 
" fast professors," who glory in their elevation above 
** old-fashioned prejudices ;" who drink, and smoke, and 
dance, and play cards, and occasionally patronise the 
theatre ; whose conversation is unsavoury, and whose 
spJrIt 28 of the earth, earthy. Choose from among the 
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present. To buy in the cheapest market and sell in 
the dearest — ^to make the largest profits and the quickest 
returns, and to undersell a competing tradesman, are 
the sum and substance of the world's idea of '^ getting 
on,^* The command to be " diligent in business " needs 
little enforcement ; but the exhortation to be " fervent 
in spirit, serving the Lord," is too often ignored. You, 
my young friend, are in great danger of being sucked 
in by the mighty whirlpool of prevalent worldliness ; 
but remember who has said, ** Ye cannot serve God 
and Mammon." Matt. vi. 24. ''Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you." 33rd verse. ** They 
that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and 
into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men 
in destruction and perdition. For the love of money 
is a root of all evil ; which some coveting after, wan- 
dered away from the faith, and pierced themselves 
through with many sorrows." 1 Tim. vi. 9, 10. These 
are solemn warnings, and were never more needed than 
at present. Never did business and professional men 
require as much as now the admonition — " Let your 
moderation (forbearance) be known imto all men. The 
Lord is at hand. Be anxious for nothing ; but in every- 
thing, by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, 
let your requests be made known unto God. And the 
peace of God, which passes all understanding, shall guard 
your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus." PhiL 
iv. 5—7. 

Beware of living for the present life only, or even 
chiefly. Let time be regarded as simply preludial to 
eternity. Look not so much at the things which are 
seen and which are temporal, as at things which are not 
seen and which are eternal. " What shaU it profit a 
man if he gain the whole world, and lose his own soul % 
Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul V* 
Mark viii. 36, 37. It is your duty to provide for honest 
things in the sight of all men ; and to owe no man any 
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thing. But " covetousness is idolatry " (Col. iii. 5 ;) 
and " this ye know, that no covetous man, who is an 
idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ 
and of God.** Eph. v. 5. Awful words, which should 
be written in letters of flame over every mart, exchange, 
counting-house, office, and shop 1 Let not the world 
steal your heart, but amid all the hurry and bustle of 
business or professional life, "live on high," and set 
your best and noblest affections on things above. Then 
shall you be kept in perfect peace, stayed upon God ! 

A Christian man or woman should be a model of 
consistency in all the relations of life, — a better master or 
mistress — a better servant, for his or her Christianity^ 
The religion of the Son of God was meant to improve 
everything that it touches, and to give an enhanced 
value to every social relation. " For brass I will bring 
gold, and for iron I will bring silver, and for wood brass, 
and for stones iron. I will also make thy officers peace, 
and thine exactors righteousness." Isa. Ix. 17. Every 
follower of the Son of God should be the very soul of 
tonour ; fair and upright in all his dealings ; free froni 
the reputation of being a hard man in driving a bar- 
gain ; his word his bond; and withal possessed by a 
noble, manly, and generous spirit. Wo have known 
many such men, and the world has always honoured 
their consistency, though it may have had no sympathy 
with their religion. 

Perhaps the reader of this little book may be a doraestio 
servant living in comparative seclusion from genwal 
observation. But, my young friend, you may recom- 
mend the graise of God even in your humble sphere. 
The "servants'* so often addressed in the New Testament 
were mostly bond-slaves (see 1 Cor. vii. 20 — 23,) not 
possessing any of the rights of a free English servant, 
whether man or woman. And yet the most beautiful 
testimony to the power of a holy life contained in Holy 
Scripture is applied to them : " Exhort servants to 
submit themBelves to their own masters, to be well* 
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the impulses of blind passion ; but let jonr Saviour's 
Lonour be your chief consideration. Much serious 
thought, and many earnest prayers, should ever precede 
a Christian's resolve to many. Marriages thus brought 
about may truly be said to be '' made in heaven." 

CHAPTER IX. 

On Easily- besettikg Sifs. 

The Holy Scriptures contain special exhortations 
with regard to our eadly-erUangling sin or sins. 
*^ Therefore, let us also, having so great a cloud of wit- 
nesses surrounding us, lay aside every incumbrance, 
and the easily-besetting (entangling) sin, and with 
patience run the race that is set before us.*' Heb. zii. 1. 
" The easily -entangling sin ! " Alas ! how those words 
strike home to the heart and experience of even the 
best of men ! Constitutional temperament, or external 
circumstances, or both combined, may be the occasion 
of the first temptation. This temptation, freely yielded 
to, leads to the first act of sin ; and then these 
acts of deliberate transgression, frequently repeated* 
strengthen into habits, and the sin becomes our 
easily-entangling sin, which strengthens with our 
strength, and grows with our growth. The chief 
benefit of early convemon is, that such sins have not 
had time to acquire the power which they would have 
had, if left undisturbed by Divine grace for many more 
years. But we all commence our Christian career with 
some easily-entangling sin or sins, more or less fully 
developed. Peter, the rough fisherman, was evidently 
addicted to swearing before his conversion, like too 
many of his craft, and when he found himself in diffi- 
culties at our Lord's trial, the wicked habit again over- 
came him, and, in the old style, '^ he began to curse 
and to swear." Matt. xxvi. 74. The Christian warriorhas 
to defend a citadel with traitors within the walls, and weak 
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places in the defences : the citadel is his own heart ; 
the traitors are his corrupt natural propensities ; and 
the weak places in the defences are the injury done to 
his own character and stedfieLstness by habits of previouB 
indulgence. 

But there is provision made in the covenant for a 
glorious and complete victory even over these sins. In 
Jact, victory over these sins is the crucial test of conver- 
sion. It is no evidence of grace to give up a sin to 
which we feel no particular inclination. Men of the 
world will do this to secure their temporal advance- 
ment. It is renouncing the sin that we love which 
proves that one mightier than *' the strong man armed " 
has entered our souls. Unless there be a cross to take 
up in the mortification of a sin, abstinence from that 
sin is no proof of conversion. Some men, for example, 
are naturally very quiet and gentle ; hence there is 
nothing noteworthy when they are not easily provoked 
by insult or injury. But when a person, naturally and 
violently passionate, puts on the meekness of the lamb, 
every one sees that something remarkable must have 
happened. So with other forms of evil. If grace has 
not helped us to overcome the sins which it requires 
some self-denial to give up, what has it done for us 1 
What do we more than others ? It is a poor excuse, 
when professors are overcome by easily-entangling sins, 
to say, " It is my nature, and I cannot help it." 

Start then, my young friend, with faith in God, that 
he will help you to overcome every sin. Draw the 
sword of the Spirit, and plunge it to the hilt into the 
heart of even long- cherished habits of evil. Believe 
the promises : " Sin (any sin) shall not have dominion 
ever you ; for ye are not under law, but under 
grace." Rom. vi. 14. " For the law of the Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus set me free from the law of sin and 
death." Rom. viii. 2. '* And being made free from 
sin, ye became servants to righteousness.** Rom. vi. 
18. " The God of peace shall crush Satan under yoiur 
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men of tender consciences, and of prayerful spirit, who 
walk humbly with God ; and are among the most 
devoted workers in the church of Christ Choose those 
who will help you to live nearer to your dear Lord, and 
to attain a higher standard of holy consistency. You 
have quite enough in your own evil tendencies to drag 
you downward, without hanging an additional dead 
weight round your neck. Men who seem to have only 
one foot in the church while the other is in the world, 
who are resolved to serve both Christ and Belial, and 
who laugh at the scruples of tender consciences, should 
not be companions of yours. 

And if these remarks apply to ordinary friendships, 
how much more do they apply to the closest of all 
relationships — the matrimonial. No union is so close, 
and, consequently, so formative of character, as that 
between husband and wife. You are, my young friend, 
by grace, a child of God ; beware of making yourself, 
by marriage, a son-in-law, or daughter-in-law, of Satan. 
Why take into your bosom one who cannot help you, 
but must rather hinder you, in your struggle for eternal 
life 1 Solomon went to Egypt and Moab for wives, and 
soon learned to sacrifice to their false gods. The sons 
of God, in antediluvian times, took wives from the 
children of the world, and the earth became so corrupt 
that the true church was confined to one family, and 
the rest of ,the race was swept away by a deluge. See 
Gen. vi. 

Study the solemn words which I now quote:— 
** Become not yoked unequally with unbelievers ; for 
what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? 
And what communion has light with darkness ? And 
what concord has Christ with Belial ? Or what part 
has a behever with an unbeliever ? And what agree- 
ment has a temple of God with idols 1 For we are a 
temple of the living God ; as God said : ** I will dwell 
in them and walk in them ; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be to me a people Wherefore come 
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out from among them, and be separated, saith tlie 
Lord, and touch not anything unclean ; and I will re- 
ceive you, and will be to you a father, and ye shall be 
to me sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." 
2 Cor. vi. 14— 18. 

These admonitions apply with special force to the 
formation of the marriage tie, because of all bonds it 
is the closest and most influential. When a child 
of God becomes unequally yoked to a votary of the 
world, he deliberately violates a divine law, and places 
his eternal interests in the gravest peril. Christian 
liberty in the matter of marriage is expressly limited 
thus : — ^* She is at liberty to be married to whom she 
wiU, 

ONLY IN THB LORD.** 1 Cor. vU. 39. 

Merely natural impulse and inclination must not 
override this express limitation. It is not necessary 
that our chosen companion for life should be connected 
with our own evaugelical denomination ; but it is 
necessary that he or she should be *^in the Lord," that 
is, a true Christian. This law is as plain as the com* 
mand not to lie or steal ; and yet, alas ! it is a law which 
is practically ignored by multitudes of professors 
May you, my young friend, honour the Lord in your 
marriage, whenever it takes place, by loyal obedience 
to this Divine precept ; then you may scripturally 
expect the Son of God to honour your wedding feast 
with his presence and blessing. Before you commit 
yourself irretrievably to an engagement to marry, take 
the advice of judicious and experienced Christian 
friends. Take the case to the Lord in earnest prayer. 
"In all thy ways (and, especially, in so important 
a one as this) acknowledge Him, and He shall 
direct thy paths." Prov. iii. 6. Ask yourself this 
question: Will this proposed marriage be for the 
good of my soul, and will the Son of God be glorified 
hereby ? Suffer not your conduct to be decided by 
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feet shortly.** Rom. xvi. 20. " I will put my fear in 
their hearts, thgct they shall not depart from mb." Jer. 
xxxii. 40. " My grace is suflSoient for thee ; for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness.'* 2 Cor. xii. 9. 

Set a special watch against the weakest points of 
your character. You know where you are most liable 
to be successfully assailed ; watch and pray, lest you 
enter into that temptation. Resist the first inclina- 
tions to the evil thing. Flee from the scene of danger. 
Your safety is in flight. To trifle and dally with 
temptation is to invite a faU. Do not stay with a view 
of testing your strength, but fly for your life. 

But, with all your watchfulness and prayer, remember, 
they only are well kept whom the Lord keepeth. You 
are in the arms of the Saviour ; then, there sit still ; 
sit upright ; and, bear all your weight. In this great 
conflict your own strength is perfect weakness ; you 
can conquer only in the might of Omnipotence. You 
shall be more than conqueror through Him who hath 
loved you. " God is faithful, who will not sufler you to 
be tempted beyond what ye are able, but will with the 
temptation make also the way of escape, that ye majf 
be able to hold out." 1 Cor. x. 13. 

Do not despair of the victory. Greater is Hb who is 
for you than all they who are against you. God is stronger 
than your lusts, and is able to give you the victory 
over them. " For this very purpose the Son of God was 
manifested, that He might destroy the works of the 
devil.'* In a fit of despondency David said : '< I shall 
now perish one day by the hand of Saul'* (1 Sam. 
xxvii. 1,) forgetting that God had promised him the 
throne of Israel In the army of Jesus every true- 
hearted warrior is a victor. Final triumph is assured 
by the words — " I give unto them eternal life ; and 
they shall never perish, neither shall any one pluck 
them out of my hand." John x. 28. Bblibvb for 
viOTORT, for " this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our fiaith." 1 John v. 4. Victory over 
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your easily-entangling sins is one of the new oovennnt 
blessings secured to you by vital union to your dear 
Lord. To all his disciples he says : " Be of good cheer ; 
I have overcome the world " (John xvi. 33), as if He 
would say : " And because I have overcome, you shall 
overcome too ; for all My victories are to be repeated in 
the experience of every soldier who fights under My 
banner." A vital power goes forth from all the Lord's 
achievements. 

** As surely as He overcame, 

And triumphed once for you ; 
, So surely you who trust His name 
Shall triumph in Him too." 

Do not commence your Christian career under the 
impression that you must of necessity undergo a 
period of declension, and lose your first love. 
The normal law of the Christian life is growth. 
Living things are made to grow. Progress, advance- 
ment, growth in grace, and in the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus, are the characteristics of regenerate men. That 
good men may have seasons of backsliding is, alas! 
too true ; but God means us to advance. Your 
glorious Joshua, the Captain of your salvation, bids 
you bring forth those wicked principles which once 
reigned over you, and put your feet upon their necks. 
He cheers you with the words — "Fear not, nor be 
dismayed ; be strong and of good courage : for thus 
shall the Lord do to all your enemies against whom 
ye fight." Josh. x. 22 — 25. Be not slack, then, to 
possess the land, nor to dispossess the Canaanites 
whom God hath given into your hand. " Take unto 
you the whole armour of God, that you may be able 
to withstand in the evil day, and having fully done 
all, to stand." Eph. vL 13. 
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CHAPTER X. 
On Living up to tour Pbivileges. 

Merely to abstain from sin is not the whole of a 
Christians duty. Religion is something more than a 
negation : it is positive conformity to Christ and to 
God. Laying aside the easily-entangling sin is but a 
preliminary to running the race that is set before us. 
Heb. xii. 1, 2. It is simply stripping off something 
that would trip us up in our course ; the race itself is 
a cjireer of holy fellowship with our Father in heaven. 
He who has merely overcome the outward develop- 
ments of sin has only learned the first principles of the 
doctrine of Christ. But *'let its go on to perfection,'* 
Heb. vi. L 

High and holy privileges, my young fiiend, are set 
before you. All that is necessary for your entire con- 
secration to your Lord, is prepared for you. "God 
is able to make all grace abound towards you, that 
you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may 
abound to every good work." 2 Cor. ix. 8. " My 
God will supply all your need, according to his riches 
in glory in Christ Jesus.*' Phil. iv. 19. The only 
limit of the supply is the riches of God, and they 
are illimitable. And this supply is in Christ Jesus. 
For " it pleased the Father that in Him should all ful- 
ness dwell." Col. i. 19. "Out of his fulness we all 
received, and grace for grace." John i. 16. 

The Apostle Paul sets before you the privilege at 
which you should aim : — " That He would grant to 
you, according to the riches of his glory, to be 
strengthened with might through his Spirit in the inner 
man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith ; 
having been rooted and grounded in love, that ye may 
be fully able to comprehend, with all the saints, what 
ia the breadth, and length, and depth, and height, and 
to know the love of Chriflt which passes kxi^^^W^s^^ 
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that ye might be filled with (if? up to) all the fulness 
of God.'* Eph. iii. 14 — 19. Mark these astonishing 
words. God's purpose is that you may be filled up to, 
that \% in a measure equal to, all the fulness of God 
which is in Christ Jesus ! Have you yet exhausted 
this supply ? Will eternity exhaust it % Have you 
yet even approached to a comprehension of its infini- 
tude ? A creature filled with all the fulness of Incar- 
nate Deity ! Think of it, and pray over it, that you 
may grasp the majestic idea ! And, remember, that 
this fulness exists for you, for all the purposes of the 
divine life. 

(a) It is for your sanctificalion. It was for no un- 
attainable good that the Apostle prayed, when for the 
disciples at Thessalonica he uttered the petition : *' But 
the God of peace himself sanctify you wholly. And 
entire may your spirit, and soul, and body, be pre- 
served, so as to be blameless at the presence (coming), 
of our Lord Jesus Christ." 1 Thes. v. 23. God is 
revealed in Christ, that God in Christ may be revealed 
in us. Jesus is the brightness of his Father's glory, 
and the impress of his very essence, (see Heb. i. 3,) 
that we may receive back again the whole image of 
God lost by the fall of the first Adam. Be not satis- 
fied with anything short of that image in its complete" 
ness. Press daily towards its full attainment. Let the 
life of Christ be repeated in yours. Seek, not only for 
a full victory over every sin, but for firuitfulness in 
every Christian virtue and grace. Your ultimate 
destiny is to stand " without fault before the throne ;'* 
to see the Lord face to face ; and to be perfectly like 
Him. Let this be the goal of your highest and most 
fervent aspirations. Think of it ! To be as holy as 
the Son of God himself ! To possess his image in all 
its entireness and majesty ! What a prospect ! Oh, if 
you sometimes have to groan when you are painfully 
reminded that at present you have much of the like- 
iteee of the first Adam still to bear, rejoice in the 
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thougbt that this humiliation is to be but temporary. 
All the badges of your fallen state are to vanish, and 
your whole nature, physical and moral, is to be perfectly 
conformed to the humanity of the God-Man. Press 
towards the mark for this prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus. Seek to be even now completely 
consecrated to your dear Lord. It is possible in this 
life to attain to this state, or God would never have 
given this exhortation to saints still in the flesh : " Bb 

PILLED WITH (w, in) THE SPIRIT." Eph. V. 18. On 

these words Dean Alford says : " The ambiguity in the 
preposition is owing to the peculiar meaning of wtv^jLot, 
(spirit) as applied to the Christian, viz. — his own 
spirit, dwelt in and informed by the Holy Spirit of 
God,'* If this is so, if you are full of the Spirit, full in 
spirit, there will be a joy indeed. Nothing short of 
this state — being filled in spirit with the Holy Ghost — 
should satisfy us even now. 

(6) The fulness of Christ exists further for your use- 
fulness : — " That you may be fruitful in every good 
word and work." You have not to enter upon the 
warfare with s'.n in the world around you, at your own 
charges. If you really desire to do good in your own 
proper sphere, the Lord will help you to do it. The 
wisdom that is profitable to direct, the Holy Spirit will 
bestow. The zeal for souls, which travails in birth 
with them, until Christ be formed in them the hope of 
glory, shall never agonise in vain. Begin with some 
near and dear one, now a stranger to experimental 
religion, and resolve that the conversion of that soul 
shall be pursued by you until it be realised. God never 
disappoints the yearnings for usefulness which His own 
Spirit creates. **As soon as Zion travailed, she 
brought forth her children." Isa. Ixvi. 8. It is one 
of your high and holy privileges to invite a wicked 
and unbelieving world, to come and take freely of the 
waters of life. The wisdom which is wise to win souls 
is often conferred upon very young disci\)lea, W<^ 
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have known sturdy blasphemers led to the Saviour by a 
little child. Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings 
Grod perfects praise. Matt, xxi, 16. Without God no 
instrumentality is strong : with God no instrumentality 
is weak. It is Jehovah's triUh by which the nations 
are to be won for Jesus ; and that truth is the same, 
whoever proclaims it. It is not the messenger, but the 
message, which is the vital consideration. The world 
is to be brought, sooner or later, in God's own good 
time, to embrace the gospel message of salvation. The 
Holy Ghost has come forth as the convincer of the 
world ; and that ofl&ce He will fulfil to the very letter, 
and every contribution of holy effort towards that con- 
summation He will own and bless. The preparations 
for the final triumph, when Immanuel's banner shall 
float over a conquered world, are all made, and the 
result is secured beyond the possibility of disappoint- 
ment. Come, then, to the fulness of Jesus, that you may 
be equipped for usefulness in this noble enterprise. 

(c) And every provision is made for your being 
filled with joy and peace in believing, I believe that 
comparatively few of us live up to our privileges in the 
matter of Christian joy. "The joy of the Lord is our 
strength" in many respects. Nehem. viii, 10. The 
Christian was meant to live in ati element of gladness. 
Nothing is wanting, so far as means go, for the flooding 
of our hearts with holy peace. Exceeding great and 
precious promises, all sealed with the Saviour's blood, 
invite us to the loftiest blessedness. The provision is 
ample : — it is infinite : 'and we have but to avail our- 
selves of it. As the clouds are full of water only to 
shed their liquid stores upon the earth : as the sun is 
full of light and heat only to warm and fructify the 
planets of our system : so our blessed Saviour is faU of 
grace only to bless us. There is no need to strive to 
be happy in the enjoyment, of Christ. To have the 
Saviour in possession as our Saviour, is to be blessed* 
With Him i3 the fountain of life, light, and joy, and he 
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who walks in close communion with the fountain, shall 
not fail to drink of the waters. Keep near to Jesus, 
and you may leave your happiness to take care of itself. 
A daily and vigorous consciousness of vital union to 
the Son of God, and of interest in his infinite fulness, 
is enough to fill the soul with ''joy unspeakable and 
full of glory." See 1 Pet. i. 7—9. " Blessed are all 
they that put their trust in Him." Psa. ii. 12. Who 
shall sound the depths, or climb the heights of iftai 
blessedness ? 

CHAPTER XI. 
On the Supeeme Puepose op Life. 

For what is life given to us 1 What is the object 
for which all Christians should live ? 

The answer is given in the words of Paul, " To MB 
TO LIVE IS Christ." Phil. i. 21. All other good pur- 
poses and motives are comprehended in this one. We 
are to live to be holy ; but to be holy for Christ's 
sake : we are to live to be useful ; but to be useful in 
Christ's cause : we are to live a blessed life ; but only 
that Christ may Hbe glorified in our well-being. The 
Lord Jesus is to be the Alpha and Omega of a 
Christian's aims and purposes. They should £dl centre, 
and be summed up in Christ. 

This is a high reading of life, but it is the right one, 
and anything short of this falls below the New Testa- 
ment ideaL It is the one at which you, my young 
friend, should daily aim. As Aaron's rod swallowed up 
every other, so let this motive absorb into itself all 
other considerations. Pray daily to have every thought, 
imagination, temper, affection, motive, volition, 
thoroughly imbued with a regard to the honour of 
your dear Lord. He gave you your natural life, and 
to his agony and death you are indebted for your 
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second birth. Let all you have and are, then, be 
returned to Him in loving consecration. Say with 
devoted Paul, — " My earnest expectation and hope (is) 
that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all 
boldness, as always, so also now, Christ shall be magni- 
fied in my body, whether by life, or by death." Phil, 
i. 20. A life thus returned to Christ who gave it, is 
sure to be a blessed one, because sure to be a holy and 
useful one. 

And what a mercy it is for us, that the Lord Jesus 
waits at the door of our hearts to take possession 
of our whole being after this fashion. " Behold, I 
stand at the door and knock ; if any one hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in to him, and I will 
sup with him, and he with Mb." Rev. iii. 20. The 
Lord is yearning to take entire possession of us. '* My 
son," (and this means, my daughter, as well,) "give 
me thy heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways." 
Prov. xxiii. 26. ** Thy heart ! " not a mere fragment 
of it, but thy whole heart ; and as the whole life goes 
with the whole heart, giving Hui the heart is equiva- 
lent to giving him everything. 

When Jesus redeemed you, — when he " sweat as it 
were great drops of blood " in Gethsemane, — ^when he 
cried on the cross, " It is finished," bowed his head, and 
died, — it was not a mere tithe of your energies that he 
bought for Himself, but it was you. " Yb were bought 
with a price ; therefore glorify God in your body." 
1 Cor. vi. 20. " Yb were bought with a price j become 
not bond-servants of men.'* 1 Cor. vii. 23. Why 
should not the Saviour have the whole of his blood- 
bought purchase ? Let not the world, or sin, or self, 
defraud Him of his lawful possession. You are not any 
longer your own. On all your faculties, both of mind 
and body, there appear the sacred seal of a Saviour's 
blood, and the anointing oil of the Holy Spirit's grace. 
Resolve, by God's help, to be a Christian from head to 
foot} from mom to night, and from night to morn ; 
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from youth to middle age, and from middle age to old 
age and death. If Christ truly dwell in your heart by 
feith, he will irradiate your whole life by his grace. 

Remember, this is the only object worthy of being 
the SUPBBMB END of an immortal being. All others 
are unworthy of your sublime destiny. They must 
f&il to satisfy and fill the soul. 

** A soul immortal spending all her fires, 
Wasting her strength in strenuous idleness ; 
Thrown into tumult, rapturefi or alarmed 
By aught this scene can threaten or indulge, 
Resembles ocean into tempest wrought^ 
To waft a feather, or to drown a fly." 

Think of any other purpose or aim, that can com- 
mand the energies of a human being : compared with 
Christ such purpose or aim must appear but paltry. 
Dr. Young has well pronounced the ambition to live 
and die rich, 

" Guilt's blunder, and the loudest laugh of helL" 

Aspirations after mere scholastic eminence are some- 
thing higher than a sordid love of gold, hut far short 
of the proper purpose of life ; for it is only when our 
attainments are laid at the feet of Jesus, and con- 
secrated to his service, that they are devoted to their 
proper use. Employed for his glory, they become 
means of grace for the elevation and salvation of the 
world. Attainments are chiefly valuable for the use to 
which they are applied. Satan is very talented, but 
his genius is all devoted to the destmction of souls. 
The tendency of the age is to worship mere talent and 
splendid attainments, apart from the purpose to which 
they are consecrated. The humblest gifts, if devoted 
to Christ, are a greater boon to society than the highest 
endowments, if employed for an inferior object. Aim, 
then, to acquire all the knowledge you can, and when 
you have done your best, let Jesus and his cause on 
earth have the benefit. Let greatness in any pursuit 
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be sought, only that you may be greatly useful in 
winning souls for your Lord. 

Such a life you will find to he a blessed one. The 
blessedness will come as its necessary concomitant. 
Christians who are full of Christ cannot fail to be happy. 
They will not require to pray for comfort. They will 
find by blessed and daily experience that they have all 
things in Jesus : like the merchant, who, when he was 
rich and prosperous, enjoyed God in all things ; and 
when reverses came, and he was stripped of his wealth, 
enjoyed all things in God. 

We live in eventful times; of shams the world is full ; 
but the worst of all shams is a sham Christian. But a 
true disciple of the Son of God is 

" The noblest style of man." 

The age requires fidelity, firmness and devotion, in all 

who profess the holy name. Great events are coming 

on the earth. 

'' Night's candles are burnt out, 
And jocund day stands tiptoe 
On the misty mountain top." 

May you, my young friend, be among " the people 
that do know their God, and shall be strong, and do 
exploits." Dan. zL 32. 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

On Keeping the Close op the Joitrnet in view. 

It is important to remember that this is not our 
rest. Here we are but strangers and pilgrims. When 
we made the Christian profession, we declared that we 
were seeking a country, that is, a heavenly one. " Here 
we have no continuing city, but we seek one which is to 
come." Our brief residence in this world is but the 
vestibule of the mstjestic temple of our being : it is the 
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porch of heaven and immortality, and we are com- 
manded to live in a manner suitable to our position, 
and prospects, practically " confessing that we are 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth." Heb. xi. 13. 

Living thus is only living in accordance with reason 
and the fitness of things. The men of the world, who 
ignore eternity, and spend their days as if there were 
no heaven and no hell, are acting as madmen. Prac- 
tically they are as mad as any lunatic, whose mania 
prompts him constantly to attempt suicide, and from 
whom every possible implement of self-destruction 
must be kept. What greater infatuation can there be 
than the sacrifice of immortal blessedness for the vain 
pleasures of a few years! Is it not the supreme of folly 
to risk the dread penalty of hell with its never-dying 
worm, and its unquenchable fire, for the pleasures of 
sin which endure but for a moment ? 

You, however, my young friend, profess to have been 
cured of this egregious folly by the sovereign mercy 
of God. You have declared that your heart is in 
heaven, where Jesus sitteth at the right hand of God, 
and that you have respect to the recompense of the 
reward. Let your daily life be in harmony with this 
profession. If at any time you are tempted to wrong 
doing, or to the neglect of positive duty ; or if you are 
in doubt as to the propriety of any contemplated 
course ; just ask yourself this question, How shall I 
feel about this matter when I look back upon it from 
the solemn stand-point of a dying bed ? Oh, if we 
could always contemplate our movements in such a 
spirit, and with such considerations, from how many 
fiJse steps in life should we be saved ! Mark the con- 
nection between the two clauses of the following verse : 
— " Let your moderation (forbearance) be known unto 
all men. — The Lord is at hand 1" Phil. iv. 5. Cogent 
argument indeed wherewith to enforce this exhorta- 
tion ! The solemnities of eternal judgment seemed to 
overshadow every other consideration in the apostle's 
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mind. He lived in daily anticipation of the final peal 
of the archangel's trumpet, of the crash of the riven 
sepulchres, of the bursting forth ofthe last general con- 
flagration, of the rustle of the rising dead, and the mus- 
tering of the entire human race round the great white 
throne, and Him who shall sit thereon. To him these 
themes were so familiar and so real that eighteen hun- 
dred years ago he said, " The Lord is at hand !*' In the 
prospect of martyrdom his only thought was this : — 
*' None of these things move me ; neither count I my 
life dear unto myself, so that I may finish my course 
with joy, and the ministry which I received of the 
Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God." 
Acts XX. 24. This is the spirit which I charge you, 
my young friend, to cherish. Your position in the 
church of Christ may be but a humble one, but you 
have a work to do, and an account to render. The ser- 
vant who had received but one talent was called to as 
strict an account for the use of that one, as was the 
servant who had received ten for the use of the ten, and 
it is a solemn thought that it was the servant who had 
received only one talent who was condemned for not 
using it. The rest passed the examination with joy, 
but he was cast into the outer darkness where shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth, (see Matt, xxv, 14 — 30.) 
The one talent, then, must be as strictly accounted for 
as the ten. You may be a servant with only one : see 
that you use it for your Lord, and keep the final ac- 
count in daily memoiy, that, when it comes, you may 
give it in with joy and not with grief. Heb. xiii. 17. 

Say not, my young friend, that such a daily remem- 
brance of the final account is opposed to the life of 
liberty and acceptance in Christ, which it is your privi- 
lege to live. You are " under law to Christ '* (1 Cor. 
ix. 21,) as was Paul. Christian liberty is not a liberty 
to sin : it is not licentiousness. We are freed from 
bondage to the law, that we may become servants to 
Christ. Free, willing service is what we are sailed to : 
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God forbid, my young friend, that the Saviour's yoke 
should ever be to you any thing but easy and pleasant 1 

Nor ought living such a life to be denounced as 
gloomy and severe. It is the happiest state a man can 
be in, to feel that he is at any moment ready for the 
coming of the Son of Grod. He who can rejoice that 
•* the Judge standeth before the door " (J as. v. 9,) and 
that, " the coming of the Lord draws (has drawn) nigh," 
(8 V.,) can smile upon adversity, and be temperate in 
prosperity. To him creation is but as a mighty organ 
on the keys of which the fingers of the ascended Mediator 
are ever playing ; to him the course of human affairs, 
with all its conflicting aspects, is but the loosing of the 
seals of the book of Providence, which is in the hands of 
his enthroned Lord. The bellowing of the storm, the 
music of the spheres, the roar of the ocean, the ripple 
of the stream, the sighing of the wind, are to him but 
the accompaniment to the majestic anthem of redeem- 
ing LOVE, which is the noblest strain of the universe. 
Talk of joy and peace ! This is the climax of blessed- 
ness possible in this life. Surely if we cannot think of 
meeting our Saviour, with ecstasy, something must be 
wrong 1 You, my young friend, are accustomed to ap- 
proach Him eveiy day in prayer. At his feet you spend 
your happiest moments. You have said again and 
again, *' It is a good thing for me to draw nigh to 
God," (Psa. Ixxiii. 28 :) why, then, should you shrink 
from the thought of meeting the Beloved of your soul, 
face to face ? Ought you not rather to be ready to fly 
into His arms) One immortified sin, one known duty 
habitually neglected, may cause you to hesitate in- say- 
ing, " Even so, come. Lord Jesus T' Kev. xxii. 20. 

One great object of the manifestation of the Son of 
God was that, " He might deliver those who all, through 
fear of death, were all their life-time subjects of bond- 
age.*' Heb. ii. 15. This passage is often misapplied. 
It is supposed to mean, that, believers are to liv€ all 
their life-time subjects of bondage through fear of deritb i 



62 KEEPING THE CLOSE OP THE JOUBNEf IN "VIEW. 

but that Jesus will deliver them from this bondage and 
fear when they come actually to die. But the meaning 
is, that, Jesus came to deliver men from the bondage 
and fear of death, of which they were the subjects 
through the- whole of their unregenerate lives, Jesus 
never meant his disciples to live in bondage of any sort. 
Until we believe in Jesus, the whole of life m darkened 
with this terrible shadow — bondage through fear of 
death. From this Jesus came to save us, and the 
deliverance is not to be wholly postponed until the hour 
of dissoliUion, 

There is, no doubt, in the best of men an instinctive 
shrinking from the humiliating processes of death, 
which may not be fully overcome until the last enemy 
is actually met. But this is a very different thing from 
the slavish fear of death which is the result of being 
without Christ, and consequently without hope. Even 
the Apostle Paul says, that if he could have escaped 
the unclothing process, he woul4 have preferred to do 
so : ** In that we do not desire to divest ourselves of 
the tabernacle in which we groan ; but to put on over 
it (that other resurrection body, the house not made 
with hands,) that what is mortal might be swallowed 
up of life." 2 Cor. v. 4. 

A holy familiarity with death is one of the best 
sweeteners of life. He who is best prepared to die is 
best fitted to live. Kven the cheerfulness and buoyancy 
of youth need not be disturbed by the thought, " I am 
ready for death, come whenever it may.'* He who is 
sure of the future is in the best position for enjoying 
the present. The mind which is at rest regarding 
eternity can more sweetly and profitably enjoy the 
blessings of time. The bondage is in the fear of death ; 
the liberty and joy are found in victory over death. 

Leave all the circumstances of your departure with 
your Saviour. If the death of his saints be precious 
in the sight of the Lord, be sure He will order its time, 
ita place, its method, and all its attendant circumstances, 
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for their good and his own glory. Ask not, How will 
it fare with me amid the swellings of Jordan 1 but leave 
the close of the journey with Him who has said, " I will 
never leave thee nor forsake thee." Dying grace for a 
dying hour is guaranteed in the " covenant ordered in 
all things and sure." ** My grace is sufficient for thee " 
applies to the hour of death as well as to the trials and 
temptations of life. It has been my lot to visit scores 
of dying saints of all ages, and I have never known a 
true child of God die in the dark. 

Courage, then, my dear young friend ! You are a 
disciple of Him who is the resurreotion and the lifb, 
(John xi. 25) who, " when he had overcome the sharp* 
ness of death did open the kingdom of heaven to all 
believers.** See to the fulfilment of the duties of the 
present hour : faithfully serve your God in your day and 
generation, and be sure that He whose death-bed was a 
cross, and whose dying pillow was a crown of thorns, 
will be at your side, aye, in your very heart and soul, 
when the clammy sweat of death is upon your brow. 

The church of the future wiU be what our young 
converts, under God, make it. The tone and type of 
the Christianity of the next age must be fixed by them. 
Shall it be an advance, or a going back ? This is a 
problem which every young Christian who reads this 
book must help to solve. My object has been to assist 
you to attain a higher level than that of the current 
piety of the present day. May the Good Spirit bless 
this book to every young convert who shall peruse its 
pages 1 
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